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Any more real and you would be carrying the ball. 
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On those occasions you can’t make it to the game, the next best thing is watching the Crimson Tide 
on a new HDTV that you bought online at www. YourApplianceCenter.com. With an HDTV, you'll get 
the best picture and the latest technology available. And when you shop online at 
www.YourApplianceCenter.com, you'll get brand name appliances and electronics, at incredible 
prices. Affordable electronics. It’s one more reason you can count on Alabama Power. 


Save $400 on an RCA Scenium HDTV when you visit mA 
www. YourApplianceCenter.com for this exclusive offer.” 
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For a complete selection of Alabama Power Appliance Center electronics oP enter 
and Whirlpool appliances, visit www. YourApplianceCenter.com 
“Offer is only good on Web site purchase of RCA Scenium HDTV monitor model D61W135, Not valid in stores ALABAMA 


Entire TV image not shown. Offer expires November 1, 2003. POWER 
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The Crimson & White 2004 Calendar features 12 art 
prints derived from original oil paintings by nationally 
recognized artist Daniel A. Moore. Each 10" x 10" print 
is suitable for framing and can be easily removed from the 
calendar. As a special bonus, each calendar contains an 
8" x 10"full-image print of “Running Through the T”. 


Regular Edition Calendar; $24.95 


ATTENTION COLLECTORS! We are offering a special 


Signature Limited Edition of 1,000 calendars. Each 
“Running Through the T” bonus print in this artist-signed 
and numbered edition will also be signed by Tyler Watts. 


Signature Edition Calendar: $49.95 
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New Life Art is offering this 
handsome 14"x 26" wood 
frame, designed to provide 
for optimal presentation of 
your Crimson & White 2004 
Calendar. The frame’s back- 
ing slides in and out—allow- 
ing for hassle-free changing 
of the months in just sec- 
onds! Appointments written 
on the glass with the special 
pen (included) easily wipe 
clean with a dry tissue. 
Calendar Frame: $59.95 
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E-Mail: BamaMag@aol.com 
For subscriptions: 1-800-713-2261 


It’s Like Having 
‘BAMA MAGAZINE 
Come Every Day! 


No one covers Alabama athletics like the 
writers and photographers of 


"BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE, 


and you can get all their expertise 
24 hours per day, seven days per week, 
52 weeks per year at BamaMag.com 

New stories every day! Message boards with 

your questions answered by Kirk McNair, 
J.E. Lisby, and Freddie Kirby from Bama, and 

dozens of experts on ThelInsiders Network! 
Live chat sessions! Pictures from the weight 

room, the practice field, 
and recruiting visits! 
Log On Today 
And 


Keep Up With The Crimson Tide! 
www.BamaMag.com 
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ordinator of special teams. He wants Alabama's 
kicking game to be productive and has a detailed 
plan for achieving his goals. See Page 10. 
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Bad Luck Could Help 2004 Tide 


by J.E. Lisby 


Some very good players 
missing this season could 
return to Bama next year 


ith Alabama football facing one 
more year of scholarship restric- 
tions, 2004 is expected to be the 


year that NCAA sanctions make the greatest 
impact on the Tide’s roster size. But some in- 
dividual adversity could work out well—both 
for the players and Alabama. Potentially, four 
players who were listed as seniors on the pre- 
season roster will play for the Tide in 2004. 

Wide receiver Antonio Carter, linebacker 
Cornelius Wortham, and linebacker Brooks 
Daniels have all been victimized by medical 
problems. Daniels’ situation forced him to 
withdraw from school this summer, while 
Carter's slow rehabilitation from two surgeries 
has prevented him from playing this year. 
Wortham dislocated his elbow in fall camp, 
and four weeks into the season was struggling 
to get healthy. 

Following his junior season, Antonio Carter 
underwent surgery to repair a stress fracture 
in his leg. He was operated on in the winter of 
2002, having a titanium rod inserted into the 
bone to “fix” the fracture and supposedly 
allow the bone to heal. Carter sat out that 
spring, aiming to return last season. But in- 
tense pain forced him to redshirt. After con- 
sulting last winter with famed orthopedic sur- 
geon Dr. James Andrews, who handles surg- 
eries for Bama athletes, the decision was made 
to operate again. A second, larger rod was in- 
serted last winter, again keeping Carter out of 
spring drills. 

This time the Tide medical staff believes 
Carter will recover completely, but he will re- 
quire more time. He's still experiencing signif- 
icant pain, which prevents the once ultra- 
quick receiver from playing full speed. After 
sitting out the first four games, Carter said 
that a final decision had not been made. But 
he is seriously considering sitting out this 
year as well and applying to the NCAA in 
December for a sixth year of eligibility based 
on his medical condition. 

“That's something I have to think about,” 
Carter said. “At this point it hasn't been decid- 
ed. I want to play this year. But if this year 
doesn’t work out, that would be an option.” 

The rule governing such a request specifi- 
cally prohibits waivers for injuries that oc- 


Antonio Carter could be Alabama's all-time receiving leader before his career ends, but he was unable 
to play last season and has not seen action this year. He may apply for a sixth year of eligibility to play 


in 2004 if he does not return to playing time this year. Barry Fikes Photo 


curred while playing the athlete's sport. But in 
Carter's case his appeal would be based on 
problems associated with the first surgery. In 
fact, it's believed that the original fracture 
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would have been long-since healed if not for 
subsequent complications. After three sea- 
sons, Carter had a chance of breaking 
Alabama career records for receptions and re- 
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ception yardage. Beyond that, to protect his 
draft status (and potential professional foot- 
ball contract), the star receiver must prove 
that he’s completely recovered. “I need that 
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final year of college football to show the NFL 
what | can do,” Carter said. 

Due to regulations regarding the release of 
medical information, University officials will 
not make any specific comment about Carter's 
case. Also, the athlete cannot make formal ap- 
plication until the end of his final season (for 
Carter, 2003), so officially there will be noth- 
ing to say until December. The NCAA cannot 
give prior assurances, but back-channel in- 
quiries can be made. With proper documenta- 
tion from Dr. Andrews, Carter's application 
would be thought to have a good chance of 
success. Recently, the NCAA committee re- 
sponsible for ruling on such requests has 
leaned heavily on the side of the student-ath- 
lete, granting waivers that fall within the spir- 
it-if not the technical letter—of the regulation. 


rooks Daniels and Cornelius Wortham 
B= no limiting regulations and no need 

for appeal. As two of the most talented 
athletes on the Tide defense, the linebacking 
duo played each of their first three seasons. 
Neither Daniels nor Wortham has used a red- 
shirt year. 

Prior to this season, Daniels was on track to 
break Alabama’ all-time record for individual 
tackles, and NFL scouts were watching his 
progress closely. However, to protect his draft 
status (and a potential lucrative pro contract), 
Daniels needs to compete his final season of 
college football, proving to the scouts that his 
health issues are behind him. 

Unconfirmed reports are that Daniels plans 
to re-enroll at Alabama for the spring semester 
in January. Though he has not talked to the 
press, Daniels has reportedly informed former 
teammates and Tide coaches of his plan. Once 
back in school, he'll use the winter months to 
gain back lost weight and strength for the 
2004 season. Spring practice will also be cru- 
cial for Daniels, as he reacquaints himself with 
the Tide coaches. 

A leader on last year’s squad, Daniels is very 
popular with his teammates, and there is no 
question that he’d be welcomed back warmly. 
In Alabama's season-opening victory over 
South Florida, several Tide defenders wrote 
“18” and “BD” on their forearm sleeves, signi- 
fying their support of Daniels. After scoring a 
touchdown on an interception return, corner- 
back Charlie Peprah pointed to the “18” 
(Daniels’ number) for the cameras. 

Wortham’s potential redshirt is less certain. 
Irs still possible that he could play this year, 
but every week he sits out makes the possibil- 
ity of a redshirt more likely. After suiting up 
and giving it his best shot in a recent practice, 
he talked to the media. “I'm a little rusty; no, 
I'm a lot rusty,” Wortham said afterwards. 
“Right now its pretty hard for me to get off 
the blocks without any pain. The injury slows 
me down running to the football. ['m playing 
cautious.” 

If it sounds like Wortham is unhappy with 
his progress, that’s because he is. One of the 
top defenders on the squad before his injury, 
he totaled 95 tackles last season, second-best 
on the team. Wortham was hoping to use his 
final season as a springboard into the NFL. 
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“Iv’s a matter of flexibility in the elbow,” 
Wortham said, explaining his limitations. “I 
only weigh about 230 pounds now, and I'll be 
facing 300-pound offensive linemen. It's hard. 
1 used to be able to get off those blocks. Now, 
since I dislocated the elbow, I’ve lost a lot of 
strength in that arm. I want to get my strength 
back, along with my range of motion.” 

During the early part of the season Alabama 
has used only four linebackers for three start- 
ing positions, so depth is clearly a concern. 
Obviously the addition of a player of 


2003 Alabama Football Schedule 


Date Opponent Site *Time/TV Series Record 
Aug. 30 South Florida Birmingham 2 p.m./ESPN 40-17 (76,780) 
Sept.6 Oklahoma Tuscaloosa 6:45/ESPN 13-20 (83,818) 
Sept. 13 Kentucky Tuscaloosa —_6:45/ESPN 27-17 (83,018) 
Sept. 20 Northern Illinois Tuscaloosa —_6:00/PPV 16-19 (83,018) 
Sept. 27. Arkansas Tuscaloosa —-2:30/CBS Alabama leads, 9-4-0 
Oct.4 Georgia Athens TBA Alabama leads, 35-23-4 
Oct. 11 Southern Miss (HC) Tuscaloosa TBA Alabama leads, 31-6-2 
Oct. 18 Mississippi Oxford TBA Alabama leads, 40-8-2 
Oct. 25 Tennessee Tuscaloosa TBA Alabama leads, 43-35-7 
Nov.8 Mississippi State Starkville TBA Alabama leads, 69-15-3 
Nov. 15 LSU Tuscaloosa TBA Alabama leads, 43-18-5 
Noy. 22 Auburn Auburn TBA Alabama leads, 38-28-1 
Nov. 29 Hawaii Honolulu TBA Alabama leads, 1-0-0 


*Central time and subject to change. Times for remaining games will be announced follow- 
ing a 12-day advance selection by television networks—CBS, ESPN, and Jefferson-Pilot. 


Wortham’ talent would go a long way toward 
solving that problem. But at some point 
Wortham will have to decide what's best for 
his future. “It depends on how many games | 
miss,” Wortham said. “I don’t really know. 
We're not ruling anything out for the sea- 
son—yet. But I'd consider a redshirt.” 

As returning players, Carter, Wortham and 
Daniels would count against Alabama's maxi- 
mum total of 80 scholarships, but their pres- 
ence on the squad next year would have no 
effect on Bama’s 2004 initial counters, limited 
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Brooks Daniels had to drop out of school for medical reasons this year, but the all-star linebacker 
plans to return to The University in January and play a fifth year for the Crimson Tide in 2004. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


by sanctions to 19. 

Anthony Bryant is both healthy and a major 
contributor to the squad. Bama’s starting right 
defensive tackle, Bryant has been a mainstay 
of the 2003 Crimson Tide defense. However, 
despite the fact that this is only his third sea- 
son of competition, Bryant is listed on the ros- 
ter as a senior. Signed in 2000, Bryant sat out 
his first season—not as a redshirt, but as a par- 
tial qualifier. According to NCAA rules, he 
can “earn back” his final year of eligibility, but 
to do so he must graduate before the start of 
the 2004 season. Reportedly, Bryant is on 
track to do just that, but his availability won't 
be certain until he earns his degree. 

Defensive end Todd Bates’ situation is differ- 
ent. Forced to sit out this season due to 
NCAA rule after inadvertently taking a 
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banned supplement, Bates remains a member 
of the 2003 squad. But like the other three he 
is unable to play. He's taking a positive atti- 
tude toward the season, working to help the 
younger players get better and using the 
forced time off to improve his own skills. Next 
season he'll again be eligible, and Bates will be 
the leading contender to take over Nautyn 
McKay-Loescher’s vacated starting spot. 


ny season the potential availability of 
Ate talented athletes would be cru- 

ial, but Alabama’s on-going NCAA 
probation makes them all the more important. 
The Tide's punishment was basically a num- 
bers game, with the clear intent of crippling 
Bama’s chances of success for at least four 
years. In addition to lowering Alabama's total 


‘BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/OCTOBER, 2003 


football scholarships from 85 to 80, terms of 
the probation also limited initial counters 
(the number of new scholarshipped players 
that can be brought in each year) from 25 to 
17 (in 2002), 18 (in 2003) and 19 (in 2004). 
That’ a total of 21 lost players (54 instead of 
75) in three recruiting classes. 

In September the Tide’s total number of 
scholarshipped athletes stood at 77, three 
fewer than the Alabama limit of 80 and eight 
under the normal 85 allowed Bama competi- 
tors. Based on pre-season numbers, Bama's 
squad was top-heavy, with 20 seniors set to 
graduate and a maximum of only 14 juniors 
moving up. And next years numbers could get 
even worse if any rising seniors decide to de- 
clare early for the NFL draft, a real possibility 
in the case of players like Antwan Odom, 
Justin Smiley, Wesley Britt and Ahmad 
Childress, Quick addition and subtraction (at a 
minimum 20 players leaving—possibly 
more—with no more than 19 coming in) shows 
that Bama’s squad was set to shrink again next 
year, making things that much harder for Head 
Coach Mike Shula and his team. 

However, if Carter, Wortham and Daniels 
return next season—and Bryant earns back his 
final year-their presence would goa long way 
toward solving the problem currently facing 
the Tide staff. In that case the 2003 graduat- 
ing class would shrink from 21 to 18. And as- 
suming that no one left early for the pros, 
next year's senior group would include 18 


scholarshipped athletes. Nineteen new ath- 
letes arriving in the fall would then constitute 
some fortunate math. With no other attrition 
program-wide (a big assumption), in the third 
season of NCAA probation Alabama's squad 
size would actually go up instead of down. 

As four-year-plus players, Carter, Daniels 
and Wortham would face strict eligibility re- 
quirements. Next season would be the two 
linebackers’ fifth year on campus, and each 
would have to be on track to graduate in 
order to play. A good student, Wortham 
should have no problem with that rule, but 
Daniels would face a tougher task because he 
is out of school this fall. NCAA rules would 
require that Carter, as a sixth-year player, al- 
ready have his degree before starting the 2004 
season. During that fall semester, Carter 
would have the option of either starting work 
on a second undergraduate degree or entering 
graduate school. 

A look at Alabama's other 2003 class num- 
bers showed 16 current sophomores, 10 red- 
shirt freshmen and 17 true freshmen. More 
accurately, next year the Tide will have 16 
athletes with two years of eligibility remain- 
ing, 10 with three years left and 17 with four. 

After three games, at least 13 true freshmen 
appear headed for redshirt seasons, meaning 
they'll still have four years of eligibility left 
next year, That group includes Tyrone 
Prothro, Matt Caddell, D.J. Chambers, Eric 
Johnson, Eric Gray, Demarcus Waldrop, 


Earnest Nance, Chris Capps, Justin Moon, 
Travis West, Will Roach, Wallace Gilberry 
and Keith Saunders. Prothro, Gray and 
Waldrop have all been mentioned as possibili- 
ties to play, but barring injury they'll all likely 
sit Out. 

Tim Castille, LeRon McClain and Terrence 
Jones haye already seen game action this year, 
In fact, Castille and McClain have started. 
2004 will be their sophomore year (three 
years of eligibility left). 

After the fourth game, defensive tackle 
Dominic Lee was the player on the bubble. 
Every week the coaches had talked about play- 
ing him, but through the Northern Illinois 
game he had yet to step on the field. Depending 
on whether Lee plays this year, next year's 
sophomore class would include either 13 or 14 
players, while the group of redshirt freshmen 
would also number either 13 or 14. 

No final decisions on redshirts will be made 
until later in the season, Clearly Shula and his 
staff have given thought to how each player 
on the squad will be used, but when dis- 
cussing potential redshirts Shula is always 
careful to note that injuries can force instant 
changes to the plan. A school does not have 
to declare its intentions to redshirt a player 
and application for that extra year of eligibili- 
ty cannot be sought until completion of the 
season. Such requests are routinely granted 
and are not contingent on the player having 
an injury. 
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Ungerer Wants To Build Tra dition 


by J.E. Lisby 


There's work to be done to 
make kicking game click 


hen Dave Ungerer had his first 
special teams meeting, he wasted 
no time in letting the players 


know his intention, Fifth-year senior and 
long-time special teams player Lance Taylor 
said, “He told us that in its history Alabama 
has been known at times for its defense and 
at other times for its offense, But he wants 
Alabama to be known for its special teams.” 

Given the Tide’s recent performance-field- 
ing special teams that were anything but 
special-the message was a challenge. 
Ungerer said, “I told them we want to create 
a new tradition here, that we're dominant 
on special teams. We want people to fear 
our kicking game.” 

For the past few years the Tide special 
teams coaches have talked a good game, but 
on-the-field results have been less than 
promised. Largely due to the heroics of Lane 
Bearden, Alabama was decent last year 
punting the football, but placekicking left 
plenty to be desired, And don’t even ask 
about kick coverage. “You look at last year's 
statistics and see Alabama ranked 80th, 
90th, 75th in all these different categories 
and there is no reason for that,” Ungerer 
said. “We have great athletes here. We have 
great football players, so there's no reason 
for Alabama not to be good on special 
teams. It goes back to attitude. We've got to 
make it a priority.” 

In early summer when Head Coach Mike 
Shula was assembling his staff, he came to 
an important conclusion. Without benefit of 
spring practice and with precious few sum- 
mer months to prepare, he needed smart 
and experienced coordinators, men he 
could count on to handle their responsibili- 
ties and not be put off by the difficult cir- 
cumstances. One of the answers was already 
on staff, and Shula persuaded Joe Kines to 
stay on board to coordinate his defense. 
Shula next coaxed former Tulsa Head Coach 
Dave Rader out of retirement, knowing he 
and his former position coach could work 
closely putting together the new offense. To 
fill the final coordinator slot, Shula reached 
to the West Coast to pluck Dave Ungerer off 
the California staff. “With our circum- 
stances, coming in late, | wanted someone 
to handle special teams the way Joe Kines 
handles the defense,” Shula said. “Having 
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Dave on board meant there was one less 
thing to worry about.” 

Shula said, “I place a high priority on spe- 
cial teams. | think of the big-play possibili- 
ties. One or two plays on special teams can 
affect the whole game. Every coach I've 
worked with in the NFL, starting with my 
dad, has emphasized special teams. Every 
head coach I've been around has always 
been in special teams meetings.” 

Ungerer said, “No knock on any other 
staff, but for whatever reason I don’t think 
the kids had a full appreciation for how im- 
portant each and every snap is in the kick- 
ing game. Momentum can turn quickly on 
special teams.” 

Shula said, “Some people call it ‘hidden 
yardage,’ which is just field position. There 
are a lot of things that can happen based on 
special teams. For example, your winning 
percentage goes way up whenever you block 
a punt for a touchdown or return a punt for 
a touchdown.” 

Just talking about the kicking game won't 
get the job done. Ungerer was hired and 
given a mandate to turn things around. 
Early signs are encouraging, highlighted by 
improved punt coverage, two blocked kicks, 
and a 73-yard punt return for a touchdown 
by Shaud Williams. However, placekicking 
though improved, is still not good enough. 
Bama's kickoff return game needs work. 
And its kickoff coverage is spotty, 


ngerer understands the first sea- 
i son-especially a first season without 

benefit of spring practice-is usually 
a work in progress. Alter the Tide's first 
three games his scorecard was mixed. “I 
think we're doing okay,” Ungerer said. 
“We've been good in some places, but we 
need work in others. So far it would defi- 
nitely not be an ‘A’ grade. We've had decent 
kickoff returns and one big punt return. 
Anytime you make a big play and score 
some points, you're ahead. Our returns are a 
little ahead of our coverages.” 

If it sounds like Ungerer approaches his 
job with the same analytical approach used 
by Dave Rader or Joe Kines, there is a rea- 
son. Early in his coaching career the young 
coach made a decision to specialize in spe- 
cial teams, approaching the job with the 
same attention to detail as any other coordi- 
nator. Ungerer said, “I've worked with spe- 
cial teams for most of my career. When 
you're a young coach trying to make your 
way, you try to make yourself as valuable as 
possible. I didn’t think the early staffs | was 
on put enough emphasis on the kicking 
game. There were a lot of errors and plays 
that could have been made. I saw it as a way 
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to give myself an edge in the job market. If 1 
became an expert in the field in an area that 
was neglected, then I could make a name 
for mysell.” 

Veteran Tide long-snapper Nick Ridings 
knew things would be different. “He's a 
super-smart guy, very attentive to details,” 
Ridings said of Ungerer. “Everything he 
does, he does for a reason. He looks at each 
position, either on punt block or punt pro- 
tection and breaks it down to exactly what 
you're supposed to do. There is a lot of de- 
tail in what he does, which is what makes 
him such a good coach.” 

Lance Taylor appreciates the organized 
coaching, but believes attitude sets Ungerer 
apart. “He's definitely the fireball of the 
coaches,” Taylor said. “He'll get you going 
in a heartbeat. You can draw up schemes 
any which way you want to, but the thing 
that’s special about Coach Ungerer is that he 
brings attitude, heart, and pride. That's what 
special teams play is all about.” 

Ungerer is a presence on the practice field. 
Linebacker Derrick Pope works on the punt 
team. “Coach Ungerer gets real intense,” 
Pope said with a laugh. “He's one of those 
short, stocky coaches who looks like he 
could fire on you in a minute. He wants to 
get things done in the right way, He's fierce 
He makes sure we do the right thing. He 
can watch from the sideline and tell you if 
you made a bust, if you hit the wrong per- 
son. He really takes special teams to heart. 
With him its just like being the head coach. 
He's the head coach of special teams.” 

When it comes to assembling their special 
teams units, different coaches approach the 
problem in different ways. Ungerer has a 
certain type player in mind, “I look for ath- 
leticism,” he said. “1 look for guys who can 
make decisions at full speed, who have field 
awareness and can operate in a big space, 
On special teams you're playing on a 53 1/3 
by a 100-yard field. You're playing in a big 
space. You need guys who have good field 
awareness and who can be physical and 
tough. It takes a combination of a good ath- 
lete and also a good feel for the game and 
what's happening in a big space.” 

One of the fastest players on the team, 
safety Chris James, works as a “gunner” on 
Bama’s kick coverage units. “It all starts with 
speed,” James said. “You've got to be able to 
run, and you've got to be physical. You have 
to know your job and know your assign- 
ment. In the kicking game you've got to be a 
combination athlete, relentless yet smart.” 

“Our special teams are basically built on 
speed,” halfback Kenneth Darby said, 
“We're a fast leam, and we want speedy 
guys to get down the field. On special teams 
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we're coming at you with power, speed and 
explosiveness.” 


ome of Ungerer’s ideas have been dis- 
played. He believes in movement before 


the snap, to disguise the schemes and 
hopefully confuse the opponent. He’s not 
above taking chances to put pressure on a 
punter and block a kick. Contrary to conven- 
tional wisdom, he prefers to challenge top re- 
turn men by kicking right to them, fighting 


From Moser, ot 
elephant is an « 


fire with fire, gambling that his cover athletes 
are good enough to get the job done. 

And different from the previous staff, 
Ungerer prefers to use back-ups instead of 
starters to fill out his units. He said, “If the 
back-ups are physically-talented kids with 
the desire to play, then I lean toward them. 
A lot of times you can be better in the kick- 
ing game by having a back-up, because he 
has a desire to be on the field and contribute 
to the team—and he's fresher. My philosophy 
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is | want to find those guys who have a 
burning desire to get on the field and per- 
form. Sometimes those are starters, but I like 
the other way, so long as physically they're 
capable of handling the situation. I’m not 
afraid to use whoever the best guy may be, 
and it’s often a walk-on guy. A majority of 
our teams are made up of second-team guys, 
but we've got a sprinkling of starters.” 

Knowing he'd spend the season backing 
up Williams at halfback, Darby went to 
Ungerer asking for a chance to play special 
teams. “Its a chance for a younger athlete to 
make a name for himself, especially when 
you're not too high up on the depth chart,” 
Darby said. 

Ungerer’s kickoff and kickoff return teams 
use mostly back-ups, but his punt unit is 
made up mostly of starters. “I want to be on 
the field as much as possible,” Pope said. 
“Coach Ungerer decided to put me on punt 
team, which lets me make me more tackles. 
I see it as a confidence builder. We run 
down there and make a tackle on punts. 
Then the next thing you know, you're out 
there playing defense.” 

Most fans dream of a heavy-footed place- 
kicker, capable of banging through 50-yard 
plus field goals, or big-legged punters who 
can boom soaring, 60-yard kicks. Ungerer 
isn’t opposed to great athletes, but with him 


Bo Freelend has filled the opening as Alabama's 


punter. Barry Fikes Photo 
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consistency will win out every time. “You 
want to build that with your punters and 
kickers,” Ungerer said. “It's nice to hit a 60- 
yard punt or a 50-yard field goal, but I’'d 
rather have consistently 40-yard punts and a 
placekicker that’s 85 percent accurate from 
the 37-yardline in. If we have those two 
things, we're going to be relatively good.” 

From athlete attitude to on-the-field produc- 
tion, progress can be seen. But Ungerer knows 
his work in transforming Alabama's special 
teams has barely begun. “I really do enjoy 
coaching special teams; it fits my personality,” 
Ungerer said. “I like getting the kids excited 
about it, feeling good about themselves making 
plays. I liked showing them how important it is 
to execute in that third of the game. We're get- 
ting there. | think we're starting to understand 
the importance of it here. Our guys are getting 
excited. They’re trying to make plays. We've 
taken a good first step forward. 

“My biggest goal is that we improve each 
week. If we can get better in the kicking 
game the team will play better overall.” 
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Dennis Alexander: 


Senior Made Choice To Be A Player 


by Drew Champlin 


Extra effort in off-season 
put him in starting line-up 


ennis Alexander's reputation may have 
De him. The problem was that 

Alexander's belly also preceded him. 
When Bobby Connelly got to Alabama to 
coach the offensive line, one of the first things 
he did was call Alexander to his office. Connel- 
ly knew about Alexander, but he also knew the 
offensive guard had ballooned to somewhere 
close to 280 pounds heading into the spring of 
his senior season. A young man who had been 
a freshman All-America selection in 2000 was 
now doing little more than taking up a consid- 
erable amount of bench space. 

Connellys goal was to return Alexander to a 
talented player. Connelly said, “The first day 1 
got here, I pulled him in my office and had a 
heart-to-heart and told him what he had to do 


to get out there on the football field and be a 
part of the team. I gave him two choices. I 
told him he could continue in his current role 
if he was satisfied watching and cheering his 
teammates from the sidelines, or he could de- 
cide that he wanted to be playing, the choice 
he had made when he signed with the 
Crimson Tide.” 

After being redshirted in 1999, Alexander 
was a back-up at right guard to start out the 
2000 season. He didn’t play at all in the sea- 
son-opener against UCLA, then saw only lim- 
ited action in the second game against Van- 
derbilt. But he then moved up to first team 
and started seven of the final eight games of 
the year. Then in 2001 he lost his job to 
Marico Portis, and played behind Portis each 
of the past two seasons. 

Sometimes a young man approaching his se- 
nior season realizes he is going to have to make 
the extra effort if his football career is going to 
continue beyond college. Salaries in the 
National Football League can be an incentive. 
In Alexander's case, there would be no fat salary 
unless some fat was cut in the off-season. Alex- 
ander considered his situation an opportunity. 

“T've had experience,” Alexander said. “I 


started my freshman year. Its not anything 
new to me. | consider the past two years as 
redshirt seasons to get myself ready for my 
senior season.” 

The two “redshirt” seasons were nothing 
compared to the summer. Alexander, along 
with defensive lineman Ahmad Childress and 
Anthony Bryant, went through a strenuous 
conditioning program designed for them to 
lose extra weight. It was administered by 
Strength Coach Terry Jones, who would give 
the three a program each week and a target 
weight for each weekend. If they showed up 
Monday more than two pounds overweight, 
the program was altered, sometimes in the ex- 
treme, Alexander said. 

As much as anything, Alexander learned 
discipline. The biggest problem was battling 
the temptation to enjoy his favorite food, fried 
chicken. 

“T had to get rid of fried chicken,” Alexander 
said. “It's my favorite food. I had to replace it 
with grilled chicken, which is nothing like 
fried chicken.” Alexander admits to the occa- 
sional slide to a small bucket, but for the most 
part he’s stayed on the straight and narrow. 

“Its all about being disciplined, and taking 


a4 


Dennis Alexander had starting experience, but for the past two years he had been a back-up. He made up his mind to get back into the starting line-up for his 


senior season. 
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care of certain business that you've got to take 
care of,” he said. “I just have to stay away 
from a lot of carbohydrates and focus more on 
just meats and vegetables.” 

While everyone else in the summer was 
working out once a day, Alexander and his 
two workout buddies were doing overtime. In 
the morning, they would get extra running 
and conditioning in. While Alexander said it 
was rough, he definitely has felt the effects in 
a positive way. 

“We did exercises that kept our heart rate 
up and metabolism down,” Alexander said. “1 
truly can say this is the best shape I've been in 
since I've been here. Its unbelievable what the 
extra work can do for you. It hurts, but it’s 
best for you in the long run.” 


he conditioning put Alexander in a po- 

sition where he thought he would have 

a good senior season. “I believe I'll 
come out and have a good strong senior cam- 
paign,” Alexander said “I believe I'll have 
some people turn their heads and look at me. 
If | have a strong year, some people might 
look at me for a chance at the next level.” 

So far, so good. Alexander started off the 
season grading highest on the offensive line 
against South Florida, and turned in another 
solid performance against number one 
Oklahoma, a game in which he was named a 
captain. 
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“He’s done a super job,” Connelly said. “He 
was offensive player of the week for us two 
weeks ago, and he graded out a winning grade 
against Oklahoma. He's done a great job tak- 
ing care of his physical needs. He's been a 
good vocal leader, not only vocally but 
through his actions. The guys have gained a 
lot of respect for him just through his work 
ethic coming into this season.” 

Alexander has high goals for the offensive 
line. With returning All-America candidates 
Wesley Britt and Justin Smiley, the line has 
plenty of experience. Evan Mathis also returns 
after starting his first two seasons. 

“| know we are going to be pretty good,” 
Alexander said. “We're going to keep at it, and 
keep working. One of our goals is to be the 
best out there. If we keep working like we are 
now and come out and have a good recollec- 
tion of plays, I believe we will be one of the 
best in the South and in the nation.” 

Even at 374 pounds in January, Connelly 
knew that Alexander would be playing for 
him this year—if Alexander worked hard in the 
spring and in the off-season. After losing the 
weight, Connelly said that Alexander has all 
that he’s looking for in an offensive lineman. 

“He's a big, strong, physical kid,” Connelly 


said. “He creates openings in the run game, 
and he's athletic enough to move his feet and 
cover up defenders in the pass game. Being a 
senior, he gives us the leadership we need of- 
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fensively, particularly since we're implement- 
ing a new system.” 

Connelly adds that Alexander isn’t the ideal 
line prospect. The coach would rather take a 
guy in the 260 to 270 pound range, such as 
incoming freshman Travis West, and build 
him into a strong, 300-pound lineman. It’s a 
whole lot easier to do it that way. 

“That's a no-brainer,” Connelly said. “I like 
the 260-, 270-pound kids to get them up to 
300 as opposed to get a 340-, 350-pound kid 
down to 300. I'd like to take them and get 
them bigger, stronger, and faster through a 
good nutrition program and a good strength 
and conditioning program.” 

Alexander, like many athletes his age, has 
aspirations of playing professional football 
after this season is over. What was once a dis- 
tant thought for a 374-pound bench-warmer 
has turned into a realistic possibility for an in- 
shape, 325-pound lineman playing at the level 
that was thought of him when he was recruit- 
ed. “Big D” isn’t as big anymore, but his goals 
are even bigger. 

“l've had the goal of playing in the NFL ever 
since I was a little kid,” Alexander said. 
“Hopefully that dream will come true if 1 have 
a good year this year. Maybe I'll have a chance 
to go on to the next level.” 

Meanwhile, he shouldn't have as much trou- 
ble with weight-watching. His new favorite 
food? “Grilled chicken.” 
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Men’s Basketball: 


‘Realistic 


Outlook 
Not Rosy 


by Kirk McNair 


Gottfried says much work 
must be done for this year’s 
Tide to be competitive 


labama Men’s Basketball Coach 
Ax Gottfried does not consider 

himself to be a pessimist. “I’m just 
realistic,” he said. That was after summer 
press briefing by Southeastern Conference 
basketball coaches in which Gottfried pro- 
claimed, “We have no strengths. No one 
lost more than we did.” 

And no one could argue that point. Gone 
are four-year starter and former SEC Player 
of the Year power forward Erwin Dudley; 
four-year starter wing Terrance Meade; 
four-year starter center Kenny Walker; and 
former SEC Freshman of the Year and 
Freshman All-America point guard Mo 
Williams, who left after just two years at 
Bama to turn professional. Dudley, Walker 
and Williams started all 29 games for Bama 
last year, while Meade started 17 last year 
and 115 in his career. Williams averaged a 
team-leading 16.4 points and had 112 as- 
sists. Dudley averaged 15.1 points and 9.5 
rebounds. Walker averaged 9.1 points and 
5.6 rebounds. Meade averaged 4.2 points. 
The four accounted for 44 of Bama’s 69 
points and 21 of the Tide’s 33.5 rebounds 
per game last year. 

No wonder Gottfried is “realistic.” 

“We've got a lot of work to do before we 
are a competitive team,” Gottfried said. 
“Last year I thought we could play with 
anyone, and at times we did. | think this 
will be a fun team to coach, but I’m realis- 
tic enough to know we've got a ways to go. 
People talk about rebuilding or reloading. 
Four years ago we started with basically a 
brand new team. I don’t think this will be 


Mark Gottfried is beginning his sixth season as 
Alabama’s head coach for men’s basketball. He 
has led Bama to back-to-back NCAA Tourna- 
ments, but faces a serious rebuilding job this 
season. Kent Gidley Photo 
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as difficult as it was four years ago, but we 
are in a new cycle.” 

Gottfried, who had been a star player for 
Bama in the mid-1980s, took over as head 
coach at his alma mater prior to the 1998- 
99 season. “I don't think Alabama basket- 
ball had been as low as it was in 25 years,” 
he said. “Its not like that. We've got some 
pieces back. And we've recruited some 
players we think can play at this level. 
They're just young and inexperienced.” 

He said, “We've got a lot to learn about 


this team. It’s going to be a tremendous 
challenge, but I think it’s going to be a fun 
challenge.” 

Under Gottfried, Alabama’s men’s basket- 
ball program has been as much about grad- 
uating players as it has been about win- 
ning. And Bama will have another handful 
of seniors to replace after this year. “We've 
got four seniors and all of them are on 
schedule to graduate in May,” Gottfried 
said. “That will be 10 graduates in three 
years. You want to graduate your players 
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and you want to win in the SEC, and some- 
times that’s hard to do.” 

Although team practice does not begin 
until October 18, this year’s squad was able 
to get a little head start with an off-season 
tournament in the Bahamas this summer. 
“That was a good time period of 15 days in 
which our team learned to play without 
Erwin, Kenny, Terrance and Mo,” Gottfried 
said. “We had 10 days of practice and then 
a week of games. We learned a lot, but we 
also learned we still have a lot of ques- 
tions.” 

The Tide coach said the summer work 
(which could not include new signees) was 
beneficial in part because Bama has a new 
assistant coach, Tom Asbury. Asbury, a for- 
mer head coach at Pepperdine and Kansas 
State, will work with inside players and 
with overall defense. “The players got to 
know him and get a glimpse of how he'll 
figure into our plans,” Gottfried said. “It 
was good for the team and good for him.” 


ottfried sees this year’s team as one 

without superstars and which 

showed in the Bahamas that it is a 
group that will play together well. “I think 
we'll be picked last (in the SEC Western 
Division) and we should be picked last,” 
Gottfried said. “No one in this league lost 
what we lost. But our job is to not finish 
last. And | think this team has a little fire in 
its belly. We'll just have to figure out a way 
to win,” 

The biggest problem is finding inside re- 
placements, “Erwin and Kenny started basi- 
cally for four years,” Gottfried said. “That's 
a lot of basketball. We’re very inexperi- 
enced around the basket.” 

Bama returns three men who would be 
considered inside players, two others who 
might be able to provide some minutes in 
the paint. But none have meaningful expe- 
rience. Early last year it appeared that 
freshmen Chuck Davis (6-7, 230) and Evan 
Brock (6-8, 200) might be a part of the in- 
side playing rotation, but as the Tide strug- 
gled, minutes for back-up players dwin- 
dled. The price for that this year is that 
Davis and Brock, and even senior Reggie 
Rambo (6-7, 225) have little experience. 

Lucky Williams, a 6-5, 210-pounder, has 
shot-blocking potential, which might lend 
him to seeing some playing time inside, 
and Emmett Thomas (6-4, 205) is another 
small forward who might have to work in 
the post. 

“One thing we learned in the Bahamas is 
that we don’t have much physical pressure 
in the middle,” Gottfried said. “One thing 
we have to discover is who is going to score 
and rebound and defend in the middle.” 

Alabama has three new scholarshipped 
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players this year. All are tall, but none are 
big. Forward Akini Adkins is 6-9, 200; for- 
ward Jemareo Davidson is 6-11, 200; and 
center Shawn Taylor is 6-11, 200. Gottfried 
said, “I like their potential. they’re obvious- 
ly young, and they need some work in the 
weightroom. But they are going to get bet- 
ter and I think all three have the potential 
to be really good SEC players.” 


ottfried hoped that Williams might 
G= for at least one more year. 

But, the coach said, because “it’s 
part of the climate we live in,” he expected 
Williams to opt for the NBA, where he was 
a second round selection. A replacement 
for Williams at point guard ranks in impor- 
tance with inside replacements. 

“You wish you could have a good back- 
up ready to go, but when you have a poten- 
tial All-America at point guard, it’s hard to 
have another good one behind him at most 
schools,” Gottfried said. “That may happen 
at Duke or UCLA or Kentucky, but not at 
many places. Here we live with it and move 
on.” 

While Antoine Pettway, a 6-0 senior, has 
a great deal of experience, the former walk- 
on has not been a true point guard. He had 


71 assists last year (and had an excellent 
1.92 assists against turnovers ratio with 
only 37 miscues) and averaged 6.1 points 
per game. Pettway shot very well in the 
Bahamas tournament. 

Even more of a stretch, but one that will 
have to be tried, will be working 6-2 senior 
Demetrius Smith at point guard. Smith has 
had some excellent stretches as a defensive 
player in his career and is considered a 
good passer, but has really been little-used 
in his first three seasons. 

Alabama could be fairly strong at the 
wing spots, but Gottfried knows the perils 
of a team trying to win with the jump shot. 

Leading candidates at wing guard and 
small forward are Earnest Shelton, a 6-3 ju- 
nior, and Kennedy Winston, a 6-6 sopho- 
more who started 10 games last year. 
“Earnest and Kennedy were very aggressive 
scoring in the Bahamas,” Gottfried said. 

Shelton has been something of a “streak” 
player at Alabama. And when he is on a hot 
streak, he can be electric as an outside 
shooter. He started eight games last year 
and played in all 29 contests, hitting 35 of 
105 three-point attempts. 

Winston, who was ineligible in the early 
part of the season, showed signs of future 


stardom at times. He started 10 games and 
was Freshman All-SEC, averaging 11.1 
points and 4.7 rebounds. 


prise teams in the nation, labeled “over- 

achiever” after the Crimson Tide went 
27-8 overall, including a 17-0 home record, 
and won the SEC Championship with a 12- 
4 mark. Gottfried was Coach of the Year, 
Dudley was Player of the Year, and 
Williams was Freshman of the Year. 

Last season, most would rate Bama as an 
“under-achiever” with a 17-12 record and 
7-9 SEC mark. 

As for this year, Gottfried said, “I don’t 
see that we have a lot of strengths at the be- 
ginning. We are going to have to develop 
some strengths. We need to become a good 
defensive team, and we have the potential 
for that. I think we can be one of the better 
passing teams we have had. We are not 
going to over-power people with talent and 
scoring; we're going to have to grind it out 
every night.” 

And while Gottfried is realistic, he also 
shows some optimism. His goal for 2003- 
04? “We want to be in the NCAA Tourna- 
ment again.” 


E 2002, Alabama was one of the sur- 
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Women’s Basketball Outlook: 


Moody Wants To G 


by Tyler Christian 


Tide has better size in- 
side, more weapons offen- 
sively 


or the past 14 years, every time 

Alabama’s women’s basketball team 

has tipped it up in practice or in 
games, Rick Moody has been intensely in- 
volved. And when the Crimson Tide suf- 
fered its first losing campaign in those 14 
years last season, it only increased Moody's 
intensity. 

Last season's disappointing 13-15 finish 
served to heighten the competititve fire in 
Moody, who has coached more winning bas- 
ketball games than anyone else in Alabama 
history—men’s or women’s. This season he 
would be expected to notch those 15 wins 
needed to reach the 300-win plateau at 
Bama. 

As someone who is into each game from 
opening tip to final buzzer, it is no surprise 
that Moody wasted no time at the conclu- 
sion of last season in preparing for 2003-04. 
“It was a disappointing finish for me last 
season because I’m a competitor and | like 
to be playing late into March,” said Moody. 

“We just had some bad luck, but I was very 
proud of how that group continued to get 
better and play hard every night. Once the 
season was over last year | turned my atten- 
tion to helping this program get back to a 
level we are accustomed to. We challenged 
our returning players and went out and got 
some talented newcomers and now we are 
starting to put the pieces together.” 

Unlike the past several seasons when 
Alabama has relied on a proven go-to player, 
this year’s squad will have a variety of op- 
tions. While the Tide returns several players 
with starting experience, most will be earn- 
ing the first significant playing time of their 
collegiate careers. 

“The last couple years we have had kids 
who had been starting for a long time, play- 
ers like Shondra Johnson, LaNisha Cartwell, 
Beth Vice, and Shun Hunter,” said Moody. 

“This year we have a bunch of players with 
a lot of ability but not as much experience. 
The exciting part about being a coach is get- 
ting to try to piece the team together. I love 
the challenge of helping my team develop a 
chemistry and helping players identify their 
roles. It is even better when you get to work 
with the type of folk I get to work with.” 

Moody believes the melding of some old 
familiar faces with a group of very talented 
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et Back To NCAA 


Rick Moody has more basketball coaching wins than anyone in Crimson Tide history, but Moody is 


more concerned about winning this year than in what has gone before. 


and gifted newcomers will make for an ex- 
citing team. One thing that has definitely 
changed for Alabama is the look and size 
down in the paint. 

With Natasha Gamble, a returning starter 
and the team’s top returning scorer (8.5 
points per game) and rebounder (4.9 per 
game), and Dee Merriweather, a 6-4 sopho- 
more center who played in almost every 
game last year, as the only battle-tested post 
players on the roster, Moody needed to 
bring in some help. That help came in the 
form of 6-5 Tamisha Hamilton, 6-4 Krystle 
Johnson, and 6-1 Tawana Freeman. While 
Johnson will have to sit out the upcoming 
season after transferring from UCLA, 
Hamilton and Freeman will add size and 
depth to the Crimson Tide front line. 
Johnson, a standout hoopster and state 
champion shot putter at Miller High School 
in Corpus Christi, Texas, gives the Tide a 
new dimension in the paint. 

“Tamisha is one of the more gifted big 
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people athletically,” Moody said. “She has 
some work to do in her conditioning. But, if 
she can get into condition, which is some- 
thing she is w orking very hard on every day, 
she could be frighteningly good for us. | am 
a little concerned with our depth at the post. 
Not in the number of players but with the 
lack of experience. We are dealing with a lot 
of unknown elements down there. Dee 
didn’t start any last year but she is probably 
one of the more talented players that we've 
had in a long time. She is extremely aggres- 
sive around the basket especially rebound- 
ing. Natasha started a lot of games for us 
and demonstrated an ability to score and re- 
bound even though she is a little shorter 
than some of the other post players, while 
Tawana is an extremely gifted athlete with 
real quickness 

Aiding in the development of this youthful 
group of post players will be Ron Aldy, the 
newest addition to the Alabama coaching 
staff. Aldy, the former head coach at Ole 
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Miss and associate head coach at Florida, 
has proven during his career to be an excel- 
lent developer of post players. Several of his 
pupils are playing in the WNBA, 

“We are fortunate to have a coach of Ron's 
experience joining our staff,” said Moody. 
“He has shown a real skill for helping post 
players improve and we have a tremendous 
group for him to work with over the next 
several years.” 


he strength of this year’s team appears 

to be on the perimeter, a trademark of 

success under Moody. The Tide re- 
turns its most depth and experience at the 
point and wing positions, led by senior 
Manisha Redus. Redus started last season at 
the point and has seen action in almost 
every game of her collegiate career. Juniors 
Katie Sipe, and Monique Bivins have both 
been major contributors for the Crimson 
Tide over the past two seasons, especially in 
the area of three-point shooting, Senior 
Oreal Taylor has shown signs of putting ev- 
erything together for her final season of 
play. 

“One of the biggest surprises coming into 
this season has been the development of 
Oreal Taylor,” said Moody. “Starting last 
spring and including our individual work- 
outs this fall, she has been a much improved 
player, She was always a special athlete but 
she just seems to have a new approach to 
business this year and that could really 
make a difference for us. Manisha, Katie, 
and Monique have all been through the bat- 
ules and | look for them to all continue with 
their solid play and strong commitment to 
this program.” 

A trio of redshirt freshmen provides 
Alabama with a wealth of talent and depth 
on the perimeter. Kate Mastin, Miss Basket- 
ball in Alabama in 2002, spent last season 
working on several aspects of the game as 
she made the transition from prep shooting 
guard to collegiate point guard. Lauren Hill, 
a versatile player with guard and forward 
possibilities, saw limited action in the first 
few games last year before being injured and 
finishing the year as a redshirt. Leah Drury 
also used last season to get stronger and 
more comfortable with the collegiate game. 

“Kate really did a good job of using her 
redshirt year to get better,” Moody said. 
“She spent the season developing different 
aspects of her game and started to develop a 
real understanding of the game. Leah is a 
very committed, hard worker. Lauren, with 
her size (6-0), is very talented and gives us 
several options both on the perimeter and in 
the paint.” 

In addition, Alabama added a pair of tal- 
ented newcomers on the wing in Navonda 
Moore and Marverly Nettles. Nettles, a 
sophomore transfer from Chicago State who 
will sit out the 2003-04 season, was a two- 
time all-state selection at Erwin High School 
before earning Mid-Continent Conference 
Newcomer of the Year and second-team All- 
Mid-Con honors as a freshman for the Lady 
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Cougars last year. Moore is the reigning 
Miss Basketball in the state of Mississippi 
from Jackson Murrah. 

“Navonda is a very talented basketball 
player,” said Moody, “She has the ability to 
slash and score, She has also shown a desire 
to have the ball in her hands at the point 
which allows her to use her skills to not 
only create offense for herself but also for 
her teammates. | believe that Marverly is 
going to be an asset to this program in the 
future.” 

With an eye on taking advantage of his 
strength on the perimeter, Moody has made 
a renewed commitment to an old style of 
play. His plans call for the Crimson Tide to 
be a fast-paced, high-energy squad on both 
ends of the floor. 

“We just want to be aggressive both offen- 
sively and defensively,” Moody added. “This 
year | am committed to being more diversi- 
fied on the defensive end. Over the past cou- 
ple of years we've been a pretty solid defen- 
sive team, but we haven't been able to create 
any offense from our defense and that’s 
something we have got to do. In order to do 
that, we'll change defenses during a game to 
mix things up. Our plan is to use zone, 
man-to-man, traps and even some full-court 
pressure. On the offensive end, I feel like 
our increased depth will allow us to be a 
good transition and motion team. I don't 
like to call plays; I like to see players make 
plays. That's the mentality I want the team 
to have this year.” 

Being the competitor he is, Moody's goal 
for this year is the same as it always has 


been... playing in the NCAA Tournament, 
He hasn't been to the “Big Dance” the past 
four years but feels this year’s team has a 
chance to get the program back. 

“There is only one goal for me and that is 
to get in the NCAA Tournament,” said 
Moody, who's guided the Tide to eight of its 
10 NCAA appearances, “Whatever it takes 
to do that is what we have to do. There is no 
excuses or worrying about how many wins 
you need. I's about doing what we have to 
do to get into the tournament. This season 
will be a challenge because our schedule is 
very challenging, but if we can beat some of 
those people it will be a huge asset for us. 
With an improved RPI (because of the 
schedule) and if we can take care of business 
in the SEC then we'll be okay.” 

The schedule for Alabama this year is 
takes a step up over some in recent memory. 
In addition to the always difficult SEC slate, 
the Tide will face several NCAA Tournament 
teams including Boston College, Colorado 
State, Santa Clara, Florida International. 
Bama opens the regular season at Michigan 
and will also host Houston (a bubble NCAA 
team a year ago) in the first game of 2004. 

“Our schedule is pretty challenging,” said 
Moody. “In fact it might be stupid on my 
part, but we are committed to playing a 
schedule that is going to make us a better 
team. We have a bunch of great teams on 
our schedule and the SEC is going to be as 
competitive as ever. Top to bottom it is real- 
ly scary. A team can be very good but have a 
really bad record if it doesn’t take care of 
business every night.” 
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State Has Stars At Skill Positions 


by Freddie Kirby 


Tide may try to sign as 
many as 12 skill players 


he big men will dominate the Ala- 

| bama recruiting class this year and 

considering the needs on both sides 

of the line of scrimmage, that is understand- 

able. However, signing those players who 

are capable of doing such things as turning 

great blocks by the offensive line into big 
gainers is also a necessity. 

The offense depends on fast, powerful 
running backs, and on receivers who have 
speed and run precise routes. Height is op- 
tional at receiver, but taller wideouts are big- 
ger targets and better NFL candidates. 
Games can be won or lost on the play of de- 
fensive backs and kicking specialists. Quar- 
terbacks, running backs, wide receivers, de- 
fensive backs, and kicking specialists—the 
so-called skill position players—in the state 
of Alabama will be targeted by major col- 
leges, including Bama. The Tide has 19 
scholarships to give in the 2003-04 recruit- 
ing year and it is expected that 8-12 will go 
to skill players. 

Here is a look at some of the best in 
Alabama. Prospects, who may or may not be 
recruited by Alabama, are listed alphabeti- 
cally by position. 

QUARTERBACK 

Jerald Cook is a 6-2, 200-pounder who 
has been clocked at 4.67 seconds in the 40- 
yard dash. He is an all-around athlete who 
plays quarterback for Minor High School in 
Adamsville. As a junior he accounted for 
900-plus yards of total offense ( 600 pass- 
ing, 300 rushing) and LO touchdowns (six 
passing, four rushing). He was chosen all- 
metro as a junior. He has a 34-inch vertical 
jump. He had 27 tackles and eight sacks in 
his first three games as a senior, He benches 
285, squats 425, and power cleans 225. He 
has a 3.1 grade point average. He lists 
Mississippi State, Southern Miss, Louisville, 
Tennessee-Chattanooga, UAB, and Gramb- 
ling as schools showing interest. 

Michael Darden, 6-3, 215, 4.7, from 
Albertville is an all-region and honorable 
mention all-state selection, He completed 61 
per cent of his passes en route to amassing 
nearly 2,500 yards and 23 touchdowns. He 
rushed for another 500 yards and seven 
scores. He is a dropback passer. He benches 
330 and squats 405. He has a 4.0 GPA and 
scored 20 on the ACT, He has shown inter- 
est in Auburn, Alabama, Georgia, Ole Miss, 
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John Parker Wilson 


and Southern Miss. 

Chris Nickson, 6-1, 198, 4.85, from Pike 
County in Brundidge is a roll out style pass- 
er who has the ability to run. He passed for 
2,300 yards and 30 touchdowns as a junior. 
He also rushed for 600 yards and 12 touch- 
downs. He was a nominee for the Class 3A 
Player of the Year his junior season. He 
made all-county and all-state. He said that 
Cornelius Griffin (Alabama, New York 
Giants) and Quincy Jackson (Alabama) are 
close enough friends that they are consid- 
ered family. He bench presses 245, squats 
395, and power cleans 245. He has a 28-inch 
vertical jump. He has a 4.0 GPA and made 
18 on the ACT. Alabama is his leader, fol- 
lowed by Auburn, Florida, Florida State, 
Georgia Tech, Vanderbilt, and Louisville. 

Patrick White, 6-2, 180, 4.35, from 
Daphne accounted for 1,600 yards and 18 
touchdowns as a junior quarterback. He 
wants a shot at quarterback in college, but is 
open to playing wide receiver or free safety. 
He rushed for 1,100 yards and 16 touch- 
downs as a junior and passed for 500 yards 
and two additional scores. He had five 
touchdown runs over 90 yards as a junior. 
He was all-region, all-county, and honorable 
mention all-state. He is also a quality base- 
ball prospect. He has been clocked at 6.37 
for 60 yards. He benches 255, squats 415, 
and power cleans 255. He is academically 
set with a 3.0 GPA and a 20 ACT. His broth- 
er, James White, is at West Liberty in West 
Virginia. He lists Colorado, Alabama, 
Auburn, West Virginia, Mississippi State, 
Clemson, and Ole Miss. 

John Parker Wilson, 6-2, 190, 4.5, is a 
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passing quarterback from Hoover in 
Birmingham. The field leader for the defend- 
ing Class 6A state champions, he is a two 
sport gem who will receive scholarship of- 
fers in both football, baseball. He is an hon- 
orable mention all-state selection as a junior 
after passing for 2,800 yards and 27 touch- 
downs against just 10 interceptions, In base- 
ball he was 8-1 on the mound while batting 
300 with five homers. His dad, Parker 
Wilson, played baseball at Livingston 
University and in the Boston Red Sox chain. 
He has a 31-inch vertical jump. benches 
220, and squats 350. He has a 3.5 GPA and 
scored 24 on the ACT. He has offers from 
Clemson, Georgia Tech (baseball also), 
Duke, and MTSU, He lists his schools of in- 
terest as Alabama, Auburn, Clemson, 
Georgia Tech, Ole Miss, North Carolina 
State, and Central Florida in addition to his 
offers. 

Others quarterbacks who may be hotly-re- 
cruited later in the season are: 

Jacary Atkinson, 6-2, 180, Valley; Rodney 
Bivens, 6-1, 215, Tuscaloosa Central; Steven 
Brown, 6-1, 175, Vestavia Hills; Joe 
Craddock, 5-11, 175, Birmingham Briar- 
wood Christian; Trent Dean, 6-0, 180, 
Decatur; Randall Lindley, 6-2, 175, Trinity 
West Morgan; Davis Manning, 6-3, 200, 
Huntsville Grissom; A.J. Milwee, 5-10, 175. 
Boaz; and Todd Wilson, 6-4, 200, Mobile St. 
Pauls. 

RUNNING BACK 

Tony Dixon, 5-10, 185, 4.45, from Parrish 
in Jasper rushed for 1,833 yards and eight 
touchdowns and with his teammate, Cole 
Mason, was area co-player of the year. As a 
sophomore he missed four games with ill- 
ness but still had over 2,100 yards rushing 
and scored 23 touchdowns. He had rushed 
for over 6,000 yards entering his senior year, 
including over 400 as an eighth grader play- 
ing in only three games and over 1,700 as a 
freshman. He plays cornerback on defense 
and he was credited with 115 tackles and 
one interception his junior year. He is a two 
time all-state performer. He has committed 
to Kentucky. 

Julius Dulaney, 5-11, 232, 4.7, plays full- 
back and linebacker for Highland Home. He 
is a two-time state weight-lifting champion 
in the 225 pound class. He had just over 90 
carries as a fullback and he accumulated 861 
yards and nine touchdowns. Defensively, he 
had 301 tackles his sophomore and junior 
years. He was all-region and all-metro his ju- 
nior season. He benches 320, squats 525, 
and power cleans 270. He has a 3.3 GPA and 
has made 19 on the ACT. He lists 
Mississippi State, Alabama, Auburn, Ole 
Miss, Southern Miss, and Troy State. 

Vonzell Jackson, 6-2, 215, 4.7, is a full- 
back and inside linebacker from Aliceyille. 
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An all-county selection as a junior, he had 
720 yards rushing, caught passes for 125 
yards, and totaled nine scores. He is listed as 
a skill position prospect, but would like to 
play middle linebacker in college. He had 84 
tackles as a junior. His coach, former Tider 
Maurice Belser, said, “The game is impor- 
tant to him and he runs a 4.7 on every play 
whether he is carrying the ball or tackling 
the back.” He missed two games his junior 
year due to a neck injury. His cousin, 
Johnny Jackson, is at Louisiana Tech. He has 
a 32-inch vertical jump, benches 325, squats 
480, and power cleans 240. He has a 2.4 
GPA and scored 18 on the ACT. He lists his 
favorites as Alabama, Auburn, Georgia, 
Florida, Mississippi State. Nebraska, and 
MTSU. 

Aaron Johns, 5-10, 182, 4.5, is a running- 
back and slotback from Thomasville who 
has committed to Alabama. Sharing back- 
field duties with two teammates and playing 
with a broken hand, he still managed 1,113 
yards rushing and nine touchdowns last 
year. His coach, Jack Hankins, Jr., said “He 
is a hard worker, he has great hips, plus he 
is more electrifying and physically stronger 
than our previous two stars, Anthony 
Madison and Chris Felder (both Alabama 
signees).” He was all-region at cornerback. 
He posted 55 tackles (5 per game) and 
snagged two interceptions, He benches 260, 
squats 405, and power cleans 270, He is a C- 
student who made 15 on the ACT on his 
first try. He picked Alabama over Georgia 
Tech, Louisville, and Southern Miss. 

Reshard Langford, 6-1, 194, 4.5, from 
Tanner in Athens, has great speed (10.6 100 
meters). He rushed for 1,381 yards and 15 
touchdowns as a junior. He also is a talented 


free safety. He had 30 tackles and four picks 
as a junior. He is a two time all-county selec- 
tion. He has a 36-inch vertical jump, bench- 
es 225, squats 345, and power cleans 235. 
He has a 3.75 GPA and scored 22 on the 
ACT. He lists his favorites as Alabama, 
Vanderbilt, Auburn, Ole Miss, Louisville, 
and MTSU. 

Markus Manson, 6-1, 190, 4.37, from 
Hillcrest in Tuscaloosa, was all-state as a ju- 
nior after rushing for 1,906 yards and 19 
touchdowns and having total offense of 
nearly 2,500 yards. He had an injury- 
plagued sophomore year and wound up 
with just 500 yards rushing. He did return 
two kickoffs for scores as a sophomore. He 
has a 39-inch vertical jump, won the Indoor 
Class 6A long jump with a leap of 22-1, and 
he won the 55-meter championship (6.52). 
He registered a 4.01 20-yard shuttle time at 
the Nike Camp in Auburn. He benches 330, 
squats 500, and power cleans 280. He has a 
3.3 GPA. He lists Michigan, Alabama, 
Auburn, Michigan State, Notre Dame, 
Georgia, Colorado, and South Carolina. 

Max Martin, 6-2, 210, 4.58, from Bob Jones 
in Madison, rushed 138 times for 1069 yards 
(7.7 yards per carry) and nine touchdowns 
as a junior in just eight games, He also 
caught five passes for 133 yards and four 
scores. He is a superb linebacker and many 
feel he will end up there in college. In five 
games as a part time linebacker, he racked up 
53 tackles and two sacks. He lived in 
Chicago for 10 years and has committed to 
Michigan, but is still hearing from Alabama, 
Auburn, LSU, Iowa State, and Notre Dame. 
He benches 315 and squats 385. He has a 2.5 
GPA and scored 24 on the ACT. 

Cole Mason, 6-2, 230, 4.7, from Parrish in 
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Jasper, is a tough-running fullback who has 
committed to Kentucky. He accounted for 
1,789 yards rushing as a junior with 24 
touchdowns, plus had 197 yards and eight 
touchdowns receiving. He transferred to 
Parrish as a junior from Oakman. He dou- 
bles as a linebacker on defense and finished 
his junior year with 115 tackles and 19 
sacks while leading his team to the state 
semifinals. He benches 390, squats 505, and 
deadlifts 600. He has a 2.8 GPA. 

T. J. Slaughter, 5-10, 210, 4.5, from Minor 
in Adamsville was all-metro, all-region, and 
honorable mention all-state after a junior 
season in which he ran for 903 yards on 110 
carries with 13 touchdowns. He has been 
hampered as a senior with a sprained ankle. 
He benches 330, squats 520, and power 
cleans 285. He has a 36-inch vertical jump, a 
2.7 GPA, and scored 16 on his first ACT. He 
lists Alabama, Clemson, Auburn, North 
Carolina State, and Ole Miss. He is also get- 
ting interest from UAB, Troy State, Southern 
Miss, Jacksonville State, and North Alabama. 

Josh Smyth, 6-0, 235, 4.75, from Hoover in 
Birmingham, is a fullback best known for his 
blocking. He had over 300 yards rushing as a 
junior on just 50 carries, and posted an in- 
credible 14 touchdowns. He is an honorable 
mention all metro selection who benches 
375, squats 505, and power cleans 290. He 
has a 28-inch vertical jump, a 2.5 GPA, and 
21 ACT. He is being watched by Auburn, Ole 
Miss, Alabama, Clemson, and LSU. 

Brandon Thornton, 5-9, 185, 4.5, from 
Homewood in Birmingham was the Most 
Valuable Player in last years class 5A state 
championship game. He rushed for 1,455 
yards and 27 touchdowns as a junior, while 
also catching 21 passes for 282 yards and five 
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scores. He was all-state as a junior. He has a 
33-inch vertical jump, a 3.0 GPA, and a 19 
ACT. He benches 305, squats 315, and power 
cleans 250. He likes Alabama, Arkansas, LSU, 
Florida, Florida State, and UAB. 

Others being watched by college recruiters 
are: 

Brandon Aldredge, 6-1, 195, Alexandria; 
Chris Barnett, 6-0, 210, Mobile McGill- 
Toolen; Eric Bogan, 5-11, 185, Alabaster 
Thompson; Courtney Cain, 5-10, 180, 
Athens; Maurice Calhoun, 5-8, 180, Mary 
Montgomery of Seemes; Patrick Cannon, 5- 
10, 195, Linden Marengo Academy; Rhode- 
rick Carroll, 6-0, 210, Autaugaville; 
Llewellyn Cook, 5-11, 175. Birmingham 
Tarrant; A.J. Davis, 5-11, 205, Gardendale; 
Ty Griswold, 5-10, 205, Prattville; B.T. 
Hartloge, 5-11, 185, Birmingham Hoover; 
Trent Hetherington, 35-9, 175, Wetumpka; 
Michael Hobbs, 5-10, 180, Andalusia 
Straughn; Korey Rhodes, 5-11, 225, 
Bessemer Jess Lanier; and Jamie Simpson, 5- 
11, 190, Evergreen Hillcrest. 

WIDE RECEIVER 

Elijah Daniel, 6-0, 180, 4.5, from Pike 
County in Brundidge, is the number one tar- 
get for one of the state’s top quarterbacks, 
Chris Nickson. He had 46 receptions as a ju- 
nior for over 1,000 yards (21.7 yards per re- 
ception). He has a B average. He lists 
Auburn, Florida, Louisville, Alabama, 
Georgia Tech, Florida State, and North 
Carolina State. 

Maurice Dupree, 5-11, 175, 4.4, from 
Cherokee County in Centre, has a timed 
10.5 100 meters and a 42-inch vertical 
jump. He caught 39 passes for 639 yards 
(16.4 per catch) and 10 touchdowns last 
year. He also had one kickoff return, one 
punt return, and two rushes for touch- 
downs. He was all-state. A point guard in 
basketball, he averaged 23.9 points per 
game, five assists, and six rebounds. He 
benches 255 and squats 450. He has a 3.4 
GPA and 17 ACT. He will likely choose be- 
tween Alabama and Auburn, but also has of- 
fers from South Carolina, Mississippi State, 
and MTSU. 

LaDonte Harris, 6-0, 180, 4.5, from 
Litchfield in Gadsden, caught 32 passes for 
748 yards (23.4 yards per reception) and 
eight touchdowns last year. He also saw 
some action at tailback and accounted for 
four rushing touchdowns. He is a cousin of 
Gene Jelks (Alabama), and Steve Wallace 
(Auburn, San Francisco 49ers). He benches 
275 and has already qualified with a 3.2 
GPA and 17 ACT. He has committed to 
Clemson, but Alabama, Auburn, South 
Carolina, and Mississippi State are still 
showing interest. 

Chevis Jackson, 6-1, 180, 4.5, from St. 
Paul's in Mobile, had 45 receptions for 850 
yards and nine touchdowns as a junior. He 
returned 16 kickoffs for 415 yards (25.9 per 
return) and 13 punts for 80 yards (6.2). 
Defensively, he had 39 tackles, four caused 
fumbles, and two picks and some consider 
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him a defensive back prospect. He was all- 
state as a junior. He benches 255 and squats 
365. He has a 2.3 GPA and scored 19 on the 
ACT. He lists Alabama, LSU, South Carolina, 
Arkansas, and Louisville, 

Ezekiel Knight, 6-3, 210, 4.6, from 
Randolph County in Wedowee, caught 31 
passes as a junior for 788 yards and nine 
touchdowns. He is also a dangerous punt 
and kickoff returner who had over 700 yards 
combined with six scores. He was all-state. 
Some consider him an outside linebacker 
prospect. He benches 240 and squats 425. 
He has a 3.2 GPA and made 16 on his first 
ACT test. He has interest in Alabama, 
Auburn, Virginia Tech, Louisville, Georgia 
Tech, MTSU, and Troy State. 

Chris Lark, 6-2, 193, 4.44, from Pickens 
County in Reform, caught 17 passes as a ju- 
nior for 307 yards and nine touchdowns. 
That is an average of 18.1 yards per catch 
and a touchdown every two touches. He was 
all-state. He has a 30-inch vertical, benches 
305 and squats 500. He has a 2.8 GPA and 
has made 17 on the ACT. He is the cousin of 
former Alabama and present Dallas Cowboy 
Tony Dixon. He has committed to Missis- 
sippi State. 

Nikita Stover, 6-1, 188, 4.45, from Hart- 
selle, is considered by many to be the state's 
top prospect, and he has committed to 
Alabama. As a junior he had 26 catches for 
723 yards (27.8 per catch) and 10 touch- 
downs. He rushed five times for 168 yards 
and two touchdowns and returned two kick- 
offs for 167 yards and one score. Altogether, 
he touched the ball 34 times for 1,058 yards 
(31.1 average) and 13 touchdowns. He aver- 
aged a touchdown every 2.6 touches. He 
also spends some time on defense and he 
was credited with 43 tackles, seven pass 
breakups, and two interceptions as a junior. 
He posted seven picks as a freshman and 
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five as a sophomore. He has a 39-inch verti- 
cal jump. He is a four year starter in football, 
but he also excels in basketball and track. 
He is the Class 5A state champion in the 
high jump with a leap of 6-6, but 6-8 is his 
personal best. He benches 260, squats 450, 
and power cleans 245. He has a 2.3 GPA and 
scored 17 on the ACT. He committed to the 
Tide over LSU, Michigan, South Carolina, 
Arkansas, Auburn, Clemson, Nebraska, 
Mississippi State, Ole Miss, and Vanderbilt, 

Martin Warren, 6-0, 170, 4.55, from 
Austin in Decatur, caught 64 passes for over 
700 yards and three scores last year. In his 
first game this season he set a school record 
with 16 receptions. He was all-region as a 
junior. He also is a standout baseball player 
who led his team into post season play with 
his bat and his superb glove at shortstop. He 
benches 215, has a 3.2 GPA and has scored 
24 on the ACT. He has interest in Alabama, 
Auburn, UAB, Louisville, MTSU, Southern 
Miss, North Alabama, Troy State, and 
Jacksonville State. 

Other wide receivers getting attention are: 

Earl Bennett, 6-0, 180, Birmingham West 
End; Kiah Brown, 5-11, 175, Cordova; 
Roderick Doss, 6-1, 175, Athens; Josh 
Giddens, 5-11, 170, Lineville: Brian Glenn, 
5-11, 180, Ashland Clay County; Xavier 
Jackson, 6-3, 180, Birmingham Parker; 
Antonio James, 6-1, 180, Montgomery St. 
Jude; Willie Johnson, 5-11, 175, Courtland; 
Eric Jones, 5-9, 175, Mobile Davidson; 
Johnathan Lowe, 5-6, 155, Phenix City 
Central; and Jacquez Williams, 6-2, 190, 
Charles Henderson of Troy. 

DEFENSIVE BACK 

Marcus Carter, 6-0, 186, 4.5 strong safety 
from Fort Payne, is very young, only 16 
years old beginning his senior season. He 
could be a college cornerback. Although he 
committed to Auburn, he is thought to now 
be considering Alabama. Last year he had 70 
tackles and three interceptions. He doubles 
as a fullback on offense where he racked up 
742 yards on 110 carries (6.7 yards per 
carry) with eight touchdowns. He also had 
one kickoff and one punt return score. He 
benches 250 and squats 450. He has a 3.3 
GPA and a 17 ACT. 

Simeon Castille, 6-1, 185, 4.47 cornerback 
from Briarwood Christian in Birmingham, is 
well-known for being the son of former 
Alabama All-America Jeremiah Castille and 
the brother of current Tide freshman full- 
back Tim Castille, but he is a star prospect 
in his own right. As a junior he had 107 
tackles, three interceptions, 11 pass break- 
ups, and three caused fumbles. He has 10 
career interceptions. In limited time on of- 
fense he caught six passes for 86 yards and 
two scores. He has a 38-inch vertical jump. 
He was all-state as a junior. He benches 265 
and squats 330. He has a 3.0 GPA and 
scored 22 on the ACT. He lists Alabama, 
Notre Dame, Miami, Florida, and Georgia. 

Kendrick Davis, 5-9, 190, 4.4 cornerback 
from Hillcrest in Tuscaloosa, had 40 tackles 
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and three sacks as a junior. He may be a col- 
lege strong safety because he is excellent 
against the run. He has a 27-inch vertical 
jump and lifted 185 pounds 17 times at the 
Nike camp. He lists Auburn, Arizona State, 
Alabama, Southern Miss, and Northwestern. 

Derrick Frith. 5-10, 170, 4+.5 cornerback 
from Meek in Arley, led his team as a junior 
strong safety with 110 tackles and two inter- 
ceptions. On offense he had 85 rushes for 
930 yards and 11 touchdowns and 25 recep- 
tions for over 300 yards. He has blocked a 
school record 14 punts entering his senior 
year. He benches 250 and squats 400. He has 
a 3.5 GPA. He lists Troy State, West Alabama, 
Alabama A&M, North Alabama, Jacksonville 
State, and UAB. 

Marcus Fulmer, 6-0, 170, 4.5 cornerback 
from W.S. Neal in Brewton, is being recruited 
as a running back and wide receiver as well 
as defensive back. As a junior he had 14 
touchdowns between his offensive output 
and his special teams production. Defensively 
he had 50 tackles. He has offers from 
Clemson and Louisville, as well as interest 
from Alabama, Mississippi State, Ole Miss, 
Auburn, and Marshall. 

Jeremy Gray, 6-3, 180, 4.45 cornerback 
from Opelika, is the son of former Auburn 
player Jimmy Warren. As a junior he had 75 
tackles and one interception. He has a 35-inch 
vertical jump. He benches 230 and squats 
320. He has a 3.44 GPA and has made 16 on 
the ACT. He has offers from Auburn, 
Louisville, Jacksonville State, and Tennessee- 
Chattanooga. He is also hearing from Georgia, 
Mississippi State, LSU, and Ole Miss. 

Adrian Kindred, 6-2, 200, 4.4 free safety 
from Opelika, had 66 tackles, one tackle for 
loss, four quarterback pressures, two fumble 
recoveries, and 12 pass deflections last year. 
He has a 36-inch vertical jump. His mother is 
an Alabama graduate, his father attended 
Troy State, and his cousin, Lamarcus Rowell, 
is al Auburn. He benches 255, has a 3.5 GPA, 
and has scored 17 on the ACT. He lists 
Auburn, Alabama, Florida State, LSU, and 
Georgia. Louisville has extended an offer. 

Tyrone King, Jr. is a 6-0, 185, 4.46 corner- 
back from Minor in Adamsville, and the son of 
a former Tide cornerback star (1972-75) who 
died last spring. He began his career as a fresh- 
man at Bottenville, where he had five intercep- 
tions. He moved up to Minor as a sophomore 
and grabbed five interceptions. Last year he 
had 52 tackles and seven picks and was hon- 
orable mention all-state. He saved his best for 
last year (junior year) where he accounted for 
52 tackles and seven picks. He benches 285, 
squats 415, and power cleans 245. He has a 
3.0 GPA. He lists Alabama, Auburn, Southern 
Miss, Tennessee, and Michigan. 

Darius “Dee” McClure, 5-11, 185, 4.45 cor- 
nerback from Minor, could also be a safety, 
where he played as a junior and had 44 tack- 
les, six interceptions, three caused fumbles, 
and a fumble recovery: He has a 35-inch ver- 
tical jump. He also plays offense and is a punt 
return man who had 11 runbacks for 220 
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yards and three touchdowns. He benches 
325, squats 470, and power cleans 275. He 
has a 2.9 GPA and made 15 on the ACT. His 
uncle, Chris Woods, played at Auburn and he 
has committed to the Tigers. 

Aaron McDaniel, 6-1, 170, +.5 running back 
from Fort Payne, has committed to Alabama, 
where he is expected to be a defensive back or 
wide receiver. His junior year he had a broken 
hand, but still managed 757 yards rushing, 
five touchdowns rushing, and one passing 
score. He played the first three games at quar- 
terback from the shotgun formation due to 
the broken hand. As a free safety he posted 35 
tackles as a junior. He finished second in the 
state high jump in class 5A to Nikita Stover. 
He is a basketball standout. He committed to 
Alabama over Auburn, Louisville, Florida, 
Georgia, and Southern Miss. 

Eric Robinson, 6-1, 185, 4.4 from Carver in 
Montgomery, played his junior year at Robert 
E, Lee where he managed 40 tackles, five in- 
terceptions, and three caused fumbles. He 
could be a cornerback or a wide receiver in 
college, but is a running back at Carver. He 
has a 39-inch vertical jump, benches 245, 
squats 405, and power cleans 225. He has a 
2.5 GPA. He lists Auburn, Alabama, lowa, 
Ole Miss, West Virginia, and Southern Miss, 

Travis Robinson, 5-10, 180, 4.35 corner- 
back from Hillcrest in Tuscaloosa, is a three- 
year Starter at cornerback. Last year he had 
43 tackles and five interceptions, plus re- 
turned a fumble recovery 96 yards for a 
touchdown. He has seven career intercep- 
tions. He made the All West Alabama Team as 
a junior. He was clocked at 4.22 in the 40 at 
the Nike Camp in Auburn, He registers a 
4.02 twenty yard shuttle time and he mea- 
sured a 38-inch vertical jump. He benches 
300, squats 455, and power cleans 285. He 
has a 3.5 GPA and has scored 17 on the ACT, 
He lists Alabama, Auburn, and LSU as his top 
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three. Clemson, Notre Dame, and Arkansas 
are also involved, 

Blake Shrader, 5-10, 180, 4.58 safety from 
North Jackson in Stevenson, doubles as a 
power running quarterback, He is his school's 
all-time pass interception leader with 13 
picks (five as sophomore, eight as junior). He 
had 110 tackles his junior year. Offensively, 
he completed five of 11 passes for 150 yards 
and three touchdowns. He benches 270, 
squats 570, and power cleans 250. He has a 
3.65 GPA and scored 18 on the ACT. He has 
committed to Auburn over Troy State and 
Tennessee-Chattanooga. 

Other defensive backs drawing interest are: 

Sherman Black, 6-1, 190, Birmingham 
Huffman; Durand Boykin, 6-2, 195, Charles 
Henderson of Troy; Kameron Dayis, 5-11, 
160, MeCalla McAdory; Eric Fletcher, 6-1, 
170, Harvest Sparkman; Mike Ford, 6-1, 170, 
Huntsville Johnson; James Goude, 5-11, 175, 
Montgomery Macon East; Mike Mitchell, 5-8, 
175, Prattville; Courtney Moore, 5-10, 180, 
Florence Bradshaw; Andre Smith, 6-1, 180, 
Reeltown; John Spears, 5-10, 195, Gadsden 
Litchfield; Quin Suggs, 6-1, 175, Russellville; 
Deon Washington, 5-11, 195, Tuscaloosa 
Central; Kevin Wheeler, 6-0, 172, Chelsea; 
and Phillip Williams, 6-2, 180, Arley Meek. 

KICKING SPECIALIST 

Nick Thomas, 5-10, 185, 4.7 place-kicker 
from Oak Mountain in Birmingham, kicks off 
a tee that is less than one inch tall in games, 
but his practice performances are off the 
ground, from where he will have to kick in 
college. He was five of eight on field goals as 
a junior with a long of 50 yards. He was 20 of 
21 on extra points. Through three games of 
his senior year, he is three of five on field 
goals with a long of 42 yards. His coach 
claims he has split the uprights from 55 yards 
in practice. His kickoffs are consistently in 
the end zone (90 per cent). He is getting at- 
tention from Alabama, Virginia, Georgia 
Tech, Auburn, Tennessee, Nebraska, South- 
ern Miss, and Mississippi State. 

Joseph McPhillips, 5-10, 165, 4.7 punter 
from Cullman, averaged 42 yards per punt as 
a junior. He owns a school record 69 yard 
punt that he recorded as a junior. He attend- 
ed the Carol White kicking camp where he 
placed second with an average of 46 yards. 
He is off to a dynamite start his senior year, 
averaging +7 yards per punt in his first three 
games. He doubles as a receiver on offense. 
His junior year, he missed just one extra 
point and he specialized the cross field sky 
kick on his kickoffs. He also is a three-year 
starter at point guard on the basketball team, 
a member of the Class 5A state champions in 
soccer, and he has competed for 13 years in 
competition swimming, He is already quali- 
fied (88 average, 20 ACT) and he is getting 
looks from Alabama and several southern 
schools. 

Others to watch include Josh Post, 5-11, 
4.75, from Charles Henderson of Troy, and 
Jared Vanderbleek, 3-11. 160, from 
Jacksonville. 
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Cunningham Myth 

Twenty or thirty years after Sam 
Cunningham led Southern Cal to a 42-21 
thrashing of Alabama to open the 1970 foot- 
ball season, a story began to circulate that fol- 
lowing the game Alabama Head Coach Paul 
Bryant brought Cunningham to the Bama 
lockerroom at Legion Field in Birmingham 
and told Alabama players, “This is what a foot- 
ball player looks like.” 

Of course, it never happened. 

But some people never let the facts get in the 
way of a good story. 

Alabama’ players knew Cunningham was a 
great one. And the game did inspire a good 
line, believed to have been uttered first by 
Jerry Claiborne, who had been an assistant 
coach for Bama when Bryant returned to his 
alma mater in 1958. Claiborne said that 
Cunningham had done more for intergration 
in Alabama than anyone else. 

It is true that Alabama was an all-white team 
when Southern Cal defeated Alabama in 1970. 
The next year Alabama went to Los Angeles 
with two black players: back-up halfback 
Wilbur Jackson, who had been a freshman in 
1970 (when freshmen were ineligible for varsi- 
ty play) and defensive end John Mitchell, a ju- 
nior college transfer. Alabama upset the num- 
ber one Trojans, 17-10. 

Most of the players who participated in that 
win over Southern Cal had also been a part of 
the team that had lost to the Trojans the year 
before. Could anyone seriously think that 
Bryant would want to show Johnny Musso or 
John Hannah or Robin Parkhouse, et al “what 
a real football player looks like”? Alabama had 
real football players that didn’t match up with 
Southern Cal in 1970, but did in 1971. 

A player on both those Southern Cal teams 
was John Papadakis. He has written a story 
called “Turning of the Tide” in which he 
claims the Cunningham story is true and goes 
on to cite the game as the reason Alabama in- 
tergrated its football team. Papadakis told 
Birmingham sports radio personality Doug 
Bell the story is being turned into a screenplay. 

When Papadakis heard that Alabama players 
in the lockerroom said it never happened, 
Papdakis said he knew it did happen because 
he saw Coach Bryant come to the USC dress- 
ing room and take a near-naked Cunningham 
back to the Alabama lockerroom. 

There's an adage that if a lie is told often 
enough, those telling it begin to believe it. If 
this had been true, it would have made head- 
lines in newspapers everywhere. 


Gottfried Contract Extended 
The University of Alabama Board of Trustees 
has approved an amended contract for 
Crimson Tide Men’s Basketball Coach Mark 
Gottried. The contract is for five years and 
rolls over for one year with 19 wins this season 
(2004). A base salary of $150,000 plus talent 
fee for radio and television obligations makes 
ita yearly salary of $800,000 plus incentives. 
“T'm very pleased to have Mark here as our 
basketball coach and with the direction and 
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success of our basketball program,” said 
Alabama Director of Athletics Mal Moore, 
“Not only are we making the NCAA tourna- 
ment, but our players are graduating. 

“There's an aura of excitement around the 
program and attendance continues to be on 
the rise. We certainly expect great things in the 
future, especially with the enhancements 
planned for Coleman Coliseum. These things 
will help continue to keep Alabama among the 
top basketball programs.” 

Gottfried was hired in March of 1998. In his 
five complete seasons as Alabama's head 
coach, the former Tide player has coached 
Alabama to four postseason appearances in- 
cluding back-to-back NCAA trips in 2003 and 
2002 and the NIT championship game in 
2001. Last season Alabama received its first 
number one national ranking. 

Under Gottfried, all senior players in the last 
four years have been graduated. His players have 
won 15 Academic All-SEC awards since 1999, 
In 2001 and again in 2002 his basketball players 
won the Athletic Department's community ser- 
vice award as the team whose athletes volunteer 
the most time visiting schools and working 
charitable events within the community: 

Three years into his original contract in 
2001, Gottfried signed a three-year extension. 
This newest contract takes him through the 
2007-08 season, 


Athletics Foundation 

The University of Alabama Board of Trustees 
has established the Crimson Tide Foundation, 
putting Alabama’ athletics department on the 
same plane as some of its SEC competitors. 
The foundation's sole responsibility is to raise 
money for the athletics department. The for- 
mation of the foundation, whose board will in- 
clude University President Dr. Robert Witt and 
Trustees Paul Bryant, Jr, Angus Cooper, John 
McMahon, and James Wilson, will allow 
donors to be sure their donations to athletics 
benefit athletics. But, Dr. Witt said, the success 
of athletics leads to greater participation in 
contributions to other areas, specifically the 
academic departments. 

Operating through a foundation will also en- 
able the athletics department “to operate more 
quickly and efficiently,” said Athletics Director 
Mal Moore. Moore said most other SEC 
schools operate through a foundation. 


Hudson Returns 

Wendell Hudson, the 1973 Southeastern 
Conference Basketball Player of the Year and 
an All-America at Alabama, has been named 
the Crimson Tide’s Associate Athletics Director 
for Alumni Relations. Those alumni will in- 
clude professional athletes with the idea of 
Bama getting financial donations from those 
former Tide players. Hudson's duties at 
Alabama, which begin October 1, will also in- 
clude oversight of the Crimson Tide men’s bas- 
ketball program. 

Hudson, who was the first scholarshipped 
black athlete at Alabama when he was signed 
by Coach C.M. Newton in 1969, has been 
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serving as athletics director at McLennan 
Community College in Waco, Texas. 

Hudson, who was graduated from Alabama 
in 1973, was drafted in the second round by 
the Chicago Bulls. He played for the Bulls in 
the NBA and the ABAs Memphis Tams, He 
began his coaching career as an Alabama assis- 
tant (1974-79), Alabama advanced to the 
NCAA Sweet 16 in 1976 and won three 
straight SEC titles from 1974-76. 

His basketball coaching career took him to 
North Alabama (1979-82), Rice (1982-83), 
Ole Miss (1983-85) and Baylor (1985-86) be- 
fore he settled into athletics administration. 
Starting out in a tri-role as women's basketball 
coach, intramural director and physical educa- 
tion instructor at McLennan Community 
College in 1986, the school made him its assis- 
tant athletics director in 1991. He was elevated 
to director of athletics in 1999. 


Another Title For Bryant 

The NCAA sponsors national championship 
competition in every sport except the most 
popular, Division 1A football. As a result, it 
has been left to a variety of polls to choose the 
national champion. Generally, the wire service 
polls (Associated Press and the Coaches Poll, 
formerly operated by UPI and now under the 
auspices of USA Today and ESPN) are those 
most recognized today. Paul Bryant directed 
six such national championship teams: 1961, 
1964, 1965, 1973, 1978, and 1979, While the 
NCAA does not sponsor these championships, 
it recognizes the wire service polls and others. 
And though Alabama does not claim them, an 
astonishing seven other Alabama teams under 
Bryant received some sort of national champi- 
onship recognition: 1962, 1963, 1966, 1974, 
1975, 1977, and 1980. 

While Alabama isn't claiming any more 
championships for Bryant, he did pick up an- 
other one last summer, Every other year the 
players who played for Bryant at Kentucky 
(1946-53) have a reunion. At last summer's 
gathering the group was informed that its 
1950 team had eamed national championship 
recognition from Jeff Sagarin, who has been 
analyzing college football by computer since 
1973 and provides computer rankings for USA 
Today, The team has been recognized by the 
NCAA since 1997, 

The 1950 Kentucky team went 11-1, win- 
ning the SEC Championship and defeating 
number one ranked Oklahoma, 13-7, in the 
Sugar Bowl. 


Academic Success 

Sixteen Alabama athletes have earned 
Academic All-America honors over the past 
three years, placing Bama ninth in the na- 
tion and first among SEC teams in that peri- 
od. Most of the schools in the top ten are 
not known for athletics achievement, but 
number one was Nebraska with 28 hon- 
orees, Notre Dame third with 22, and Penn 
State eighth with 18. Florida was the only 
other SEC school in the top 20, tying for 
19th with 12. 
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New Baseball Players 

Alabama Baseball Coach Jim Wells added 
two signees to this year’s team, picked up two 
transfers, and added one walk-on, completing 
his roster in time for the first day of classes and 
subsequent fall workouts. 

The most notable of the newcomers is 
transfer Wade LeBlanc, a left-handed pitcher 
who followed new Tide Assistant Coach 
Todd Butler from McNeese State in 
Louisiana. LeBlanc had signed with 
McNeese before Butler returned to Alabama. 
LeBlanc was a first team prep All-America 
last year and national Co-Pitcher of the Year. 
As a senior he was 16-1 with a 0.45 earned 
run average and 189 strikeouts. 

Other newcomers are catcher Nick 
Richardson of Tuscaloosa, who transferred 
from Troy State; infielder Mark Haske from 
Dayton Beach, Florida, Community College: 
infielder-pitcher Matt Downs of Shelton State 
Community College; and pitcher-ouvielder 
Morrow Thomley of Tuscaloosa and Bevill 
State in Fayette. 

Wells also announced the return of outfielc- 
er Chad White, who sat out the entire 2003 
season for disciplinary reasons. 

The Crimson Tide suffered one major loss 
prior to the start of classes, when incoming 
freshman catcher CJ. Bressoud unexpectedly 
signed with the Atlanta Braves one week prior 
to the start of the fall semester. Several players 
have decided not to return to Alabama this 
season, including catcher Bobby Burns, infield- 
er Trey Moody, and pitchers Coley Blakeney, 
Allen Brown, Nathan Doerschuck, Jacob Legg, 
Dwayne Marlowe, and Jared Woodward. 


Basketball Recruiting 

Although the early signing period for most 
winter and spring sports is not until November 
14-19, it looks like its going to be a very good 
year for Alabama Head Coach Mark Gottfried, 
Although two of the premier prep players in 
Alabama have elected to leave the state 
(Tuscaloosa Hillcrests D.J, White to Indiana 
and Camden's Mike Williams to Texas), Bama 
is poised to land three or four of the nation’s 
lop prospects. 

Committed to Bama are 6-2 point guard Ron 
Steele of Birmingham John Carroll, 6-3 guard 
Albert Weber of Mount Zion in Durham, 
North Carolina, and 6-4 guard Glen Miles of 
Birmingham West End. Additionally, Alabama 
is thought to be the leader for 6-9, 230-pound 
power forward Walter Sharpe of Birmingham 
Parker. 


Gymnastics Commitment 

While most of the attention in recruiting is 
on football and men’s basketball, few sports at 
Alabama can match the success of Coach 
Sarah Patterson’s gymnastics squad. And it ap- 
pears that this year’s signing class will include 
the most accomplished gymnast ever to select 
Bama. 

On her own web site, it was announced that 
Terin Humphrey of Blue Spring. Missouri, a 
member of the 2003 United States team that 
became the first U.S. squad to win the gold 
medal in the World Championships, has com- 
mitted to the Crimson Tide. 

She has been on the United States national 
team for four years and is expected to be se- 
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lected for the 2004+ U.S. Olympics squad. She 
competes for the Great American Gymnastics 
Express team under Al Fong and Armine 
Barutyan. She is.an A student, 

Woman Of The Year 

For the seventh time in the 13 year history of 
the award, a University of Alabama gymnast 
has been named NCAA Woman of the Year for 
the state of Alabama. Kristin Sterner, who 
helped lead Alabama to an NCAA 
Championship and two SEC titles during her 
career, was named one of the 51 state winners 
by the NCAA. The 10 finalists will be named 
later this month and the NCAA Woman of the 
Year will be crowned November 1 at a banquet 
held in Indianapolis. 

The award honors outstanding female stu- 
dent-athletes who have excelled in academics, 
athletics and community leadership, and have 
completed their collegiate athletics eligibility. 

Captain of the 2002 NCAA Champions and 
the 2003 conference champions, Sterner was 
an 1l-time All-America and a four-year 
Scholastic All-American. She was named SEC 
Scholar-Athlete of the Year as a senior. The 
lonia, Michigan native, who has earned NCAA 
and SEC Postgraduate Scholarships, plans on 
attending medical school next fall. 

She joins Katherine Kelleher (1992), Dana 
Dobransky (1993), Meredith Willard 
(1997), Merritt Booth (1998), Lexa Evans 
(2000) and Andreé Pickens (2002) in earn- 
ing NCAA Woman of the Year recognition. 
Willard and Booth were both top-L0 final- 
ists. In addition to the seven gymnasts to 
earn the award, two other Alabama athletes, 
golfer Lynn Bradley in 1991 and swimmer 
Amy DeVasher in 1996, have brought the 
honor to the Capstone, 


Pate Tournament 

Jay Seawell hardly had a chance to meet 
much less see practice his first Tide golf team 
as he was hired in August just weeks before 
last season's opener. And yet he still managed 
to coach Alabama into the NCAA tournament 
at season's end. He's had an exceptional first re- 
cruiting class last fall, giving him a freshman 
class this season that includes a world amateur 
participant (Max Alverio), a Junior World 
Championships participant (Patrick Hardin), 
an AJGA event low round record holder 
(Stewart Whitt), and one of the country’s most 
sought-after recruits, 2002 Future Masters 
Champion Joseph Sykora, 

Those, combined with veterans like World 
Amateur participant Lars Brovold, who led the 
team last year with his 72.61] average, and U.S. 
Amateur participants Clint Provost, Daniel 
Creel and Austin Hynson, give Alabama confi- 
dence for this season. The Crim-son Tide gets 
an early chance to see how it stacks up against 
the best when Alabama again hosts the nation’s 
best teams in what is considered to be the na- 
tion’s premier fall college golf tournament, 

The Jerry Pate National Intercollegiate will 
be held October 13-14 at Old Overton Club in 
Birmingham. Defending national champion 
and the preseason top-ranked Clemson Tigers 
will return to defend its 2002 utle. Also in the 
field are No. 2 Oklahoma State, No. 5 Texas, 
No, 6 Wake Forest, No. 7 UNLV, No. 9 Augus- 
ta State, No. 10 Georgia, No. 1] Arizona, No. 
12 Georgia Tech, No. 15 Auburn and also 
Alabama-Birmingham. 
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The tournament is named for former Tide 
golfer, Jerry Pate, winner of several PGA tour 
events as well as the United States Open and 
U.S. Amateur, 

Seawell is working without Assistant, Matt 
Clark, Clark, who played at Alabama and had 
been its assistant coach for six seasons, was 
named head mens golf coach at Georgia State 
in September, Stepping in to help out as a stu- 
dent coach is Wesley Pate. Pate is in his fifth 
year of school at Alabama, lettering all four 
years on the Tide golf team. He is the son of 
Jerry Pate. 


National Player 

Former Crimson Tide softball All-America 
Kelly Kretschman is one of 18 players selected 
by USA Softball to train for the next 12 
months in preparation of defending its gold 
medal at the 2004 Olympic Games in Athens, 
Greece. Kretschman, a four-time All-American 
while at Alabama, has her name written all 
over the Crimson Tide and SEC softball record 
books and helped lead the Crimson Tide to 
their first ever appearance at the Women’s 
College World Series in the 2000 season. 

She is making her second appearance on the 
Olympic team, having served as an alternate 
on the 2000 Olympic team that won the gold 
medal at the summer games in Sydney, 
Australia. 

Alabama’s softball team will play in the Palm 
Springs Classic in February where the Tide 
will meet-up against Kretschman and her USA 
Olympic teammates. 

USA Soltball will trim the squad to 15 mem- 
bers in January with the remaining three being 
alternates that will travel and play with the 
team throughout a 70-game schedule in the 
spring and summer. 


Tide Hosts Softball “College” 

Alabama was chosen as one of 12 sites for 
the National Fastpitch Coaches’ College with 
the Tuscaloosa course taking place October 31- 
November 2. “The course will be an intensive 
coaching clinic for all involved but it will be a 
great opportunity for all the local and regional 
coaches to get an in-depth look at strategies 
behind high scoring offenses,” said Alabama 
Head Coach Patrick Murphy. 

Instructors will include Murphy and DePaul 
Coach Eugene Lenti, among others. For more 
information, coaches can contact the NFCA by 
e-mail, nfca@nfca.org or phone (573) 875- 
3033 or contact Patrick Murphy at (205) 348- 
4455 or pmurphy@ia.ua.edu, 


Roberta Alison Classic 

The Alabama women’ tennis team of Coach 
Jenny Mainz will host the Roberta Alison Fall 
Classic October 3-5. Participating in the event 
will be individuals from Alabama, Auburn, 
Mississippi State, Louisiana-Monroe, UAB, 
Birmingham Southern, Samford, South 
Alabama. Florida State and Tennessee- 
Chattanooga. 


Tennis Reunion 

The Alabama men’s tennis team is putting to- 
gether its first major reunion, Coach Billy Pate 
is holding the event the weekend of the LSU 
football game, November 14-15. For more in- 
formation or to RSVP, call or e-mail Coach 
Pate at bpate@ia.ua.edu or (205) 348-3686. 


29 


Alabama Basketball Rosters, Schedules 
2002-03 Women’s Roster 


2002-03 Men’s Roster 


Name, Pos cl 
Chuck Davis, F So 
Emmett Thomas, F + 2 Sr 
Kennedy Winston, F So 
Reggie Rambo, F 
Earnest Shelton, G 
Lucky Williams, F/G 
LaKory Daniels, G 
Evan Brock, F 
Demetrius Smith, G 
Jason Reese, G 
Shawn Taylor, C 
Jemareo Davidson, F 6-10 
Justin Jonus, G/F 6-5 
Akini Adkins, F 6-9 
Antoine Pettway, G 6-0 
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Head Coach: Mark Goutried 


Hometown 
Selma 
Birmingham 
Mobile 

Lena, La. 
Memphis 
Lagos, Nigeria 
Troy 

Roswell, Ga. 


Hogansville, Ga. 


Birmingham 
Unidilla, Ga. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Boaz 


Tallahassee, Fla. 


Alberta 


Assistants: Tom Asbury, Orlando Early, Philip Pearson 


2002-03 Men’s Schedule 


Date Opponent 


Noy. | Crimson-White Intrasquad Game 


Nov.8 — Global Sports (Exh.) 


Central Time/TV 
6:00 
TBA 


Coaches Vs. Cancer Classic @ Madison Square Garden, New York 


Noy, 1+ Pittsburgh 
Louisiana Tech 
Southeastern Louisiana 
@ Providence 
North Carolina-Charlotte 
Austin Peay 
Athletes In Action (Exh.) 
Tennessee-Chattanooga 

Las Vegas Showdown 
Oregon 


Nov. 21 
Nov. 25 
Nov. 29 

Dec. 3 

Dec. 6 
Dec. 13 
Dec. 16 


Mercer 
Wisconsin 
@ Xavier 
.10 @LSU 
.14 — Arkansas 
-17 ~=Auburn 
21 @Georgia 
24 @ Mississippi 
aT Florida 
.31 LSU 
@ South Carolina 
.10 @Kentucky 
.14 Tennessee 
Feb. 18 = Vanderbilt 
Feb.21 @ Mississippi State 
Feb. 24 @ Auburn 
Feb.28 Mississippi 
Mar.3) @Arkansas 
Mar.6 — Mississippi State 
Mar. 11-14 SEC Tournament @ Atlanta 
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6:00/ESPN2 


7:00 

7:00/CSS 

6:00 
8:00/FoxSportsNet 
4:00/CSS 

6:00 

7:00 


9:00/ESPN2 


6:00/CSS 
8:00/FoxSportsNet 
2:30/ESPN 
2:00/J-P 

7:00 
7:00/FoxSportsNet 
6:00 
5:00/FoxSportsNet 
7:30/ESPN2 
7:00/FoxSportsNet 
6:30 

6:00/ESPN 
2:00/)-P 

7:00 

3:00/CBS 
8:00/ESPN 
3:00/J-P 

7:00/J-P 

TBA 

TBA/]-P, CBS 
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No 


34 Navonda Moore, G/F 


52 
35 


Name, Pos 
Marverly Nettles, G 
Krystle Johnson, C 
Leah Drury, G 
Manisha Redus, G 
Tawana Freeman, F 
Kate Mastin, G 
Oreal Taylor, F 
Monique Bivins, G 
Katie Sipe, G 
Natasha Gamble, F 
Lauren Hill, G/F 


VI 
Low Lio ut 


_ 
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Dee Merriweather, C 6-4 
Tamisha Hamilton,C 6-5 


Head Coach: Rick Moody 


cl 
So 
Jr 
Fr 
Sr 
jr 
Fr 


Hometown 
Birmingham 
Hoover 
Greensboro 
Decatur 
Louisville, Ky. 
Boaz 
Courtland 
Alabaster 
Hillsboro, Tenn. 
Jackson 

New Orleans 


Jackson, Miss. 


Hanceville 
Corpus Christ, Tex. 


Assistants: Ron Aldy, Brittney Ezell, C.C. Moorer 


2002-03 Women’s Schedule 


Date Opponent 


Nov.9 Berry College (Exh.) 
Nov. 18 Premier Players (Exh.) 


Noy. 24 @ Michigan 


Central Time 
2:00 
7:00 
7:00 


Rocky Mountain Invitational @ Fort Collins, Colo. 


Noy. 28 Boston College 


Noy. 29 Colorado State or Long Beach State 


Jacksonville State 
Texas-San Antonio 
Virginia Tech 
Tennessee Tech 


6:00 
6:00 or 8:30 


7:00 
7:00 
2:00 
7:00 


Cental Florida Classic @ Orlando, Fla. 


Cenwal Florida 
Bethune-Cookman 


@ Florida International 


@ Santa Clara 
Houston 


@ Middle Tennessee State 


South Carolina 
Mississippi 

@ Tennessee 

@ Auburn 
Mississippi State 
@ Florida 

@ Georgia 

LSU 

Vanderbilt 

@ South Carolina 
Arkansas 

@ Kentucky 
Auburn 

@ Mississippi State 


SEC Tournament @ Nashville 


4:00 
4:00 


1:00 
4:00 
2:00 
6:00 
7:00 
7:00 
2:00 
7:00 
2:00 
6:00 
1:00 
7:00 
2:00 
6:00 
2:00 
1:00 
7:00 
2;00 
TBA 
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Rates so low they'll 
leave you smiling... 


And hometown, 
friendly service that 
will help you stop 
spending all your 
money on bills! 

If you're a homeowner, we 
can help you pay off all your 


bills and give you one, lower 
payment. 


All it takes is a phone call to 
get started. 


Loan amount Loan amount Loan amount 
$80,000 $100,000 $120,000 
Monthly pymt. Monthly pymt. Monthly pymt. 
$359.24* $449.04* $538.85* 


*3.998 APR, 1 yr. ARM, 2/6 caps + TBill, 2.75 margin. Subject to credit. Rates as of 05/08/03. Rates subject to change. Fixed rates as low as 5.75% 


Programs available for ¢ Less than perfect credit ¢ Self - em- 
ployed/unable to verify income ¢ Doublewide homes with 
land (no singlewides please) * Purchasing your dream home (no 
mobile homes,please) ¢ Refinance to a lower rate 


e Fast approvals * Local Closings ¢ Cash to you in just days! 
Homeowners: call toll-free anytime, 24 hours a day, seven days a week: 
The Mortgage Outlet, Inc. 1-888-263-6557 


a e Visit us at www.moneyoutlet.com ¢ 
Mortgage Bankers = = 45 State Residential Mortgage Lender * 7501 S. Memorial Pkwy., Ste. 208, Huntsville, AL 


DODGE RAM HEAVY DUTY OK, not really any job, but you get the idea—the Ram Heavy Duty means 


business. Get best-in-class towing capacity of 16,500 pounds* with the 


MOTOR TREND’ 2003 Cummins High-Output Turbo Diesel** with 555 lb-ft of torque or get best- 


tr in-class horsepower in the new 345 hpt 5.7 liter HEMI® Magnum® V8. Plus 
=e TRUCK OF THE YEAR get great service through our BUSINESSL/NK” program and big discounts 
through our ON THE JOB program. This long-lasting truck is here to work— 

just don’t ask it to do windows. Visit dodge.com or call 877-ONTHEJOB. 


*Maximum towing capacity when properly equipped. **Not available in Calif., Maine, and Mass. tDepending on model. 


GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 


DODGE 


With Cub Cadet Model. 2166 lawn tractors, you really do get it all. 
These hard workers have exclusive steel direct drive shafts for greater 


SAVE $800 


performance and durability. Plus, don’t miss these special savings, 


and discover how premium tractors are supposed to be built. 


0/9 FINANCING 


- Premium 16 HP Kohler OHV engine UNTIL APRH. 208° 


- Steel direct drive shaft 
- AutoHydro™ transmission 


- Fully welded steel frame 
+ 42” QuickAttach™ deck 


Alexandria Atmore Centre Cullman Henagar Sardis City Talladega Wanrior 
ValleyFarmTractor EscarmbiaLawn& The Tractor Place Hare Tractor Bowman-Weaver Farnrtown Talladega Roger's True Value 
256-820-9111 Rental 256-927-7550 256-734-8583 Equipment 256-593-7182 Intemational 206-647-6921 
Andalusia 251-368-1580 Columbiana Demopolis 256-657-3256 Scottsboro 256-3626113 Winfield 
G&S Lawnand Bessemer Estate Garden & Ward Appliance Killen Maynard Tallassee Spann Hardware 

Tractor Susan's Outdoor Rental 334-289-0488 Neal's Tire & Equipment Holt Auto Sales & 205-487-2103 
251-222.0933 Power 205-669-6574 Fi Appiance 256-259-3329 Equipment 
regs 205-428-0460 Cottondale Oakley 256-757-5121 Selma 334-283-6507 
The Parts Brownsboro Action Turf Services Equipment Madison Overlook Motors Tanner 
Connection Maynard Equipment 205-566-8899 256-764-9899 Lawn Mower Plus 334-872-2132 McCutcheon Tractor 
6 : 5 
256-586-6772 256-776-9435 Cullman Hamilton 256-895-0779 s 256-232-9115 
Ashville Centre Farley Tractor Goodson Moulton Snead Tuscumbia 
Fouts Tractor Co Coosa Valley Equip. Company, Inc FeedCompany Moulton Implement Equipment Tri-County Int'l 
205-594-7000 256-927-3314 256-739-9004 205-921-4493 256-974-5021 205-487-2103 256-383-5601 


Cub Cadel 


Engineered for people who know better> 


* Some os Cosh until April 2004—Promotion available to quolitied buyers using the Power Credit Cord. No interest will be due prior to Apel 1, 2004, os indicoted on your periodic statement. A minimum finonced purchase of $799 is required. Minimum payments ore 
required. Finance Charges (ond credit insurance premiums, # opplicable) will occrve on these purchoses, but i the purchase price és poid in full prio to the April 1, 2004, expiration dote, the deferred Finonce Charges will be waived ond not added to your occount, Effective 
1/13/03, the vorioble APR for purchases is 17.99% (17.99% minimum). Minimum Finance Cherge S.50. Credit provided by Mill Creek Bonk. Financing promotions are for residentiol customers onfy. Financing promotions availoble through 10/31/03. Financing 
plomotions subject to change, See deoler for details. Specifications subject to chonge. Power Credit Cords are only accepted at porticpating independent retail locations, 


Product Price: Actual retail prices ore set by deoler ond may very. Taxes, freight, setup ond hondling charges may be odditioncl ond may vary. Models shown subject to limited ovodobility oti 


